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FAHM symposium celebrates Filipino 

resilience amid catastrophic challenges 
By Rae Santos 

FANHS-OR Secretary 

 

The Philippine American Cham-

ber of Commerce of Oregon 

(PACCO) co-sponsored FANHS-

OR’s annual symposium celebrating 

Filipino American History Month. 

This year’s symposium was a 

virtual symposium conducted over 

the Zoom meeting platform. Theme 

was “Celebrating Filipino Resili-

ence: Survival Stories Amidst Cata-

strophic Challenges.” 

October is Filipino American His-

tory Month and in Oregon, FANHS-

OR observes this event with a sym-

posium. This year, we celebrate the 

lives of select Filipinos in the United 

States even as they overcome the 

catastrophic events in 2020 and 

2021 as part of our recording and 

dissemination of Filipino stories for 

over 40 years. 

The virtual Symposium was held 

via Zoom on Sunday, October 17. 

Ligaya Humbert, chapter vice presi-

dent, opened the symposium and 

introduced the emcee, Christian 

Aniciete, who introduced chapter 

president, Jaime Lim, for the wel-

come remarks. Lim has “shattered 

the glass ceiling in so many ways,” 

becoming the first Filipino appoint-

ed to the human rights commission, 

and the first licensed structural 

engineer in Oregon. 

Continued on page 7 

From left: Jaime Lim, Ligaya Humbert, Christian Aniciete 
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FAHM exhibit at MAC 
The Multnomah Athletic Club celebrated Filipino American History Month by hosting a visu-

al exhibit in its Portland location. FANHS national trustee Lourdes Markley (right), a MAC 

member, provided the display materials.  The celebration commemorates the first recorded 

presence of Filipinos in the United States, which occurred on Oct. 18, 1587 when a Spanish 

galleon bearing Filipino seamen landed in what is now Morro Bay, California. 

Filipino-American Maria Ressa, 

founder/CEO of online news site Rap-

pler, has been awarded the 2021 Nobel 

Peace Prize, together with Russian 

journalist Dmitry Muratov, for their 

efforts to safeguard freedom of ex-

pression, which is a precondition for 

democracy and lasting peace.  

Ms Ressa and Mr Muratov received 

the Peace Prize for their courageous 

fight for freedom of expression in the 

Philippines and Russia. At the same 

time, they are representatives of all 

journalists who stand up for this ideal 

in a world in which 

democracy and 

freedom of the 

press face in-

creasingly adverse 

conditions. 

Ressa uses free-

dom of expression 

to expose abuse of power, use of vio-

lence and growing authoritarianism in 

her native country the Philippines. She 

co-founded Rappler in 2012, a digital 

media company for investigative jour-

nalism, which she still heads. As a 

journalist and Rappler’s CEO, Ressa 

has shown herself to be a fearless 

defender of freedom of expression. 

Rappler has focused critical attention 

on the Duterte regime’s controversial, 

murderous anti-drug campaign. The 

number of deaths is so high that the 

campaign resembles a war waged 

against the country’s own population. 

Ms Ressa and Rappler have also doc-

umented how social media is being 

used to spread fake news, harass op-

ponents and manipulate public dis-

course. 

Rappler CEO Maria Ressa wins Nobel Peace Prize 
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SF Consulate conducts consular outreach 
The Philippine Consulate General 

in San Francisco provided consular 

and overseas voting (OV) registra-

tion services to hundreds of Filipinos  

in the Northwest region. The last 

stop in its consular outreach mis-

sion was held on September 8-11 at 

the St. Cecilia Church Parish Center 

in Beaverton, OR. 

The 13-man team from the Consu-

late provided a total of 1790 services, 

including passport, dual citizenship, 

civil registry, legal and notarial, and 

OV services during the 4-day out-

reach.  

The outreach in Oregon is the lat-

est in a series of consular outreach 

missions undertaken by the Consu-

late this year, which included out-

reach services in key cities in Colo-

rado, Alaska, Washington, and Utah.  

During the outreach, the consular 

team was assisted by a corps of 

volunteers from the Fil-am commu-

nities in Portland, Beaverton, and 

Consul General Neil Ferrer administers the oath of allegiance to folks who have reac-

quired Philippine citizenship. Right, consular staff processing passport applications. 

Below, volunteers providing support services.. 

Vancouver, WA.  

PH Honorary Consul to Ore-

gon Enrico Tadeo worked 

with host organization Phil-

ippine American Chamber of 

Commerce of Oregon 

(PACCO), and other Filipino 

American organizations in 

Portland, Beaverton, and 

Vancouver, WA in providing 

support services to the out-

reach. 

The Philippine Consulate 

General in San Francisco is 

one of 8 Philippine Foreign Service 

Posts in the United States. It covers 

10 northwestern US states: Northern 

California, Northern Nevada, Alaska, 

Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, 

Utah, Washington and Wyoming. 
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Sinagtala: Ethelyn Tumalad, 2022 Oregon Teacher of the Year! 

Clackamas High School educa-

tor Ethelyn Tumalad was named Ore-

gon’s 2022 Teacher of the Year! 

Tumalad is honored as an exemplary 

educator, student advocate, and equity 

champion, and earned the congratula-

tions of Gov. Kate Brown. 

 “Inside and outside of the class-

room, Ethelyn is a strong advocate, a 

wonderful listener, and an empathetic 

colleague, teacher and friend,” Brown 

stated in a video. “Educators like you 

are the shining stars our students 

need.” 

Ethelyn is a first-generation immi-

grant from the Philippines. In her role 

as a Language Arts and Advancement 

Via Individual Determination (AVID) 

teacher, she leans into her identity as 

a Filipino to support students in find-

ing their own voices, recognizing the 

beauty of their diversity and being un-

apologetically themselves. Every stu-

dent in Ms. Tumalad’s classroom 

learns to respect one another and see 

the strengths in each other’s differ-

ences. Tumalad serves as advisor for 

the CHS Asian Pacific Islander (API) 

Student Union, and co-leads the 

school’s Black, Indigenous, People of 

Color (BIPOC) staff affinity group. 

“Ethelyn infuses her classroom with 

community, belonging and empathy – 

all critical components for ensuring 

students feel welcome and safe,” said 

Colt Gill, director of the state Depart-

ment of Education. “As this new school 

year begins and students work to 

make meaning of the challenging last 

19 months, Ethelyn will serve as an 

outstanding model for Oregon educa-

tors who are working to support the 

social-emotional, mental and physical 

needs of their students.” 

“While I am an educator in the 

classroom and my content area is ELA 

and AVID, my identity as an API educa-

tor and educator of color grounds me 

in my work,” Tumalad said in her ap-

plication. “I’ve seen the importance of 

having positive role models of color; 

therefore, it is important that students 

themselves see their advisors work 

together to build bridges among each 

other’s marginalized identities. As an 

educator who always wants to ensure 

that students become change agents 

in the classroom, I lead my students 

with empathy and truly believe that 

modeling is the best form of educa-

tion.” 

The Oregon Teacher of the Year 

program is sponsored by the Oregon 

Department of Education in partner-

ship with the Oregon Lottery. She will 

serve as a spokesperson for all Ore-

gon teachers.  

Because of this achievement, 

FANHS-OR has placed Tumalad 

among the Shining Stars in its panthe-

on of Sinagtala awardees. 

San Lorenzo 

Ruiz Celebration 
Sunday’, Sept 26, San Lorenzo 

Ruiz Celebration by the Filipi-

no Faith Community at St Ce-

cilia Parish, Beaverton. Photos 

by Lorelei Hosmillo 

https://oregonteacheroftheyear.org/about/about-toty/
https://oregonteacheroftheyear.org/about/about-toty/
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Celebrating Filipino resilience amid Covid challenges 

From page 1 

 

Keynote Speaker was Jan 

Mason, president of the co-

sponsoring organization 

PACCO (Philippine American 

Chamber of Commerce of 

Oregon). Mason opened with 

a presentation and overview 

of the theme. 

PACCO was organized in 

1996 to promote economic 

empowerment and resilien-

cy to historically marginal-

ized, economically disad-

vantaged and underserved 

communities. 

Mason said PACCO has 

“participated in numerous 

activities throughout these 

decades, from bilateral en-

gagement in trade missions, 

connecting with government 

officials both in Oregon and 

in the Philippines, as well as 

the business community.” 

PACCO has also been 

busy since the pandemic 

started, raising funds to 

help small businesses af-

fected by the catastrophic 

challenges of the present 

time.  

“This is the meaning of 

resiliency, the ability to re-

cover or adjust easily to 

misfortune and change,” 

Mason said. 

Mason enumerated sev-

eral strategies to build re-

siliency as a community, 

among them: maintain con-

nection with fellow commu-

nity organizations and 

members, foster wellness 

and practice healthy think-

ing. 

“You can find meaning and 

purpose by helping others, 

being proactive, setting 

goals and self-discovery or 

personal reflection.” 

Continued on next page 

PACCO president Jan Mason (right) highlights the achieve-

ments of the organization since its establishment in 1996. 

Above, some of PACCO’s activi-

ties. Left, old and new public 

transport in the Philippines, 

from the iconic gas-guzzling 

jeepney to modern electric bus-

es designed and built in Van-

couver WA by Pangea Motors 

for the Philippine market. 

“This is the meaning of resiliency, 

the ability to recover or adjust 

easily to misfortune and change.”  
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Symposium 

speakers 

Nikki de Leon, NAFCON 

First guest speaker was 

Nikki de Leon, secretary 

general of the National Alli-

ance for Filipino Concerns 

USA (NAFCON). While they 

lived in the Philippines 

where she was born, de Le-

on shared how her dad 

worked abroad, would write 

her and her sister letters 

though they couldn't read.  

“Because we were not 

gifted with wealth, we need-

ed to sacrifice things such 

as distance.” The family was 

reunited 10 years later when 

she graduated from PSU, 

where she was introduced 

to collective action, Baya-

nihan.  

Her sense of community 

activism was greatly devel-

oped during mobilization 

efforts to assist victims of 

super typhoon Haiyan in 

2013. That was when she 

saw firsthand the impact of 

natural disasters in her na-

tive country. 

Ethel Gonzales, Nurse 

Next speaker was Ethel 

Gonzales, staff and relief 

charge nurse at a COVID 

unit at Portland Providence 

Medical Center. She shared 

how, when she came over to 

the US, she realized life 

here was not a fairy tale. 

She learned she had to work 

hard to achieve the success 

she dreamed of. She over-

came homesickness; she 

found a network of people, a 

community “to show you the 

ropes, assimilating Ameri-

can culture while maintain-

ing your own.”  

“I had to summon my in-

ner strength especially dur-

ing those hard times, my 

parents’ strict upbringing 

and guiding principles.” She 

also learned to be patient 

and kind. 

For light cultural enter-

tainment, the Greater Salem 

Filipino American Associa-

tion (GSFAA) made a video 

presentation highlighting 

Filipiniana clothing for 

grownups and children. 

Eric Tadeo, Honorary 

Consul for OR/WA 

Speaker: Eric Tadeo, an 

attorney and a Philippine 

Honorary Consul for Oregon 

and Washington. He came to 

the US before martial law 

was declared in the Philip-

pines, “to follow a girl.”  

A deeply caring man, 

Tadeo advised couples to “go 

at it together, don’t go it 

alone. Care for others, the 

Filipino community both lo-

cal and in the Philippines. 

Medy Saqueton, Retired 

Community Leader 
Speaker: Medy Saqueton, 

widowed mother of three 

and grandmother of five, 

retired mathematics in-

structor, and a local Fil-Am 

community leader who led a 

group of Fil-Am presidents 

to form CFAA in 1999.  

At present, Medy is busy 

writing her memoirs, dedi-

cating her books to her 

grandchildren and young 

Filipinos to know about their 

ancestry. 

Ethelyn Tumalad, OR 

Teacher of the Year 
Speaker: Ethelyn 

Tumalad, Oregon Teacher of 

the Year 2022. Tumalad 

teaches Language Arts at 

Clackamas High School. 

(See story on page 5) 

Left: Nikki de Leon and her 

family at her graduation 

from Portland State Uni-

versity; lower middle from 

left: speakers Ethel Gonza-

les, Eric Tadeo, Medy Sa-

queton; bottom: members 

of the Greater Salem Filipi-

no American Association 

modeling Filipina dresses 

during light cultural enter-

tainment. 
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Ellen Edmonds, PACCO 
Ellen Bolus Edmonds 

spoke next. Edmonds is a 

certified Professional Exec-

utive Coach, Energy Leader-

ship Index Master Practi-

tioner, and Growthwheel 

Certified Business Advisor. 

The pandemic caused her 

clients to shelve their pro-

jects, and she filled her time 

getting involved with PAC-

CO. With iDARE, the compa-

ny she established, Ellen 

helped manage over a mil-

lion dollars’ worth of tech 

assistance and money 

grants on behalf of PACCO. 

Edmonds offered a free ses-

sion on writing your own 

personal mission statement. 

Some takeaways from 

Ellen’s speech: 

“Draft your personal mis-

sion statement, make it your 

bible... Convictions, stand 

for, how to create life em-

bodies your value, gives you 

joy... Personal definition of 

success and purpose with-

out approval from others... 

Opportunities abound in ca-

tastrophes... Get involved in 

Chamber of Commerce… 

People like people to help 

people... Seek your tribe; be 

best friends with sons and 

daughters. Grow them with 

great hearts and minds to 

carry the next generation.” 

Gerry Palon, COFACC 
Speaker: Gerry Palon, 

president of COFACC, Coali-

tion of Filipino American 

Chambers of Commerce, 

composed of 24 organiza-

tions across the US (PACCO 

is one of them.) Palon’s 

presentation focused on the 

Covid response. He revealed 

that almost 89% are still 

unvaccinated in the Philip-

pines, so they have 

launched "Save Lives for the 

Philippines" campaign to 

fundraise to purchase COVID

-19 vaccines to be donated.  

To donate personally, visit 

cofacc.org/save-lives. The 

campaign is a collaborative 

effort through town halls. 

“We are safe but not happy, 

because they are still not 

okay.”  

Rae Santos, FANHS-OR 

Closing by Rae Santos 

(CFAA Individual Trustee & 

Secretary & FANHS-OR 

Secretary). To the local Fili-

pino American community, 

she encourages everyone to 

follow author Carlos Bu-

losan's 1947 words: “We 

must both work hard for 

what we believe to be the 

right thing for the Filipino 

people…life is something we 

borrow and must give back 

richer when the times 

comes.” 

Christian wrapped up the 

2.5-hour symposium. 

“Opportunities abound 

in catastrophes. Assess 

yourself, what do you 

do best? People like 

people to help people. 

Seek your tribe.” 

Ellen Edmonds, executive coach 

From top: Ellen Edmonds, 

Gerry Palon, Rae Santos 
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Right, FAHM panels are the four waves of 

Filipino immigration to the US, arranged 

by Nikki de Leon and set up by Tabitha 

Ponciano of NAFCON. Also on display are 

the proclamations of History Month from 

the cities of Portland and Beaverton, the 

State of Oregon and the White House.  

 

The Filipino Bayanihan Center is a 

result of continued community col-

laboration and will serve as a hub for 

services and resources, research 

and advocacy, and leadership devel-

opment in Oregon.  

In 2020, a group of Portland-based 

youth, parents, caregivers, nurses, 

community leaders, activists and 

small business owners set out to 

support hundreds of Filipino families 

impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The Filipino Bayanihan Center aims to 

provide basic resources and a com-

munity gathering place accessible for 

Filipino workers, new migrants, and 

Filipinos in the diaspora seeking 

community, empowerment and con-

nection. 

Together, we envision a future 

grounded in health, livelihood and 

justice for everyday Filipinos. 

The center provides culturally rel-

evant programs and health services. 

It also helps community members 

access fee and low-cost resources, 

and connects families to grassroots 

organizations and advocates. 

In Focus: 

Through a community organizing 

framework, these programs also aim 

to provide the tools and resources for 

Filipinos to develop a common under-

standing to change the issues we face. 

Talakayan At Kapehan (Discussion 

and Coffee Time) aims to empower 

Filipino Americans to advocate for the 

Filipino community and other vulnera-

ble communities and come together to 

build an action-oriented support net-

work. 

Care Project. A storytelling and 

empowerment platform for caregiv-

ers and domestic workers in Ore-

gon. 

Community Based Health Pro-

gram. Led by community health 

workers and a health liaison team, 

this program provides wraparound 

services for Covid positive commu-

nity members. 

Health Survey (Survey sa Ka-

lusugan). Little information has 

been collected about the health and 

health needs of Filipinos in Oregon. 

This bilingual needs assessment 

survey asks about Covid impacts/

education, mental health, common 

health concerns for new migrants, 

and social determinants of health 

including economic security. 

Filipino Bayanihan Center – Oregon 

1537 SE Morrison St, Portland OR 

bayanihanoregon.org 
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Sunday, September 21, 2021. Online Zoom Meeting 

CALL TO ORDER by Jaime Lim (president) at 1:22 PM 

ROLL CALL 

Attendees: Jaime Lim, Ligaya Humbert, Rae Santos, 

Mary Kay Moore, Lourdes Markley. 3 Board Members in 

attendance, thus quorum established. 

PRIOR MINUTES  REVIEW 

Reviewed minutes from last quarterly meeting on 

5/23/21 and the emergency board meeting on 6/27/21. No 

objections. Motion carried to approve both meeting 

minutes. 

TREASURER REPORT   

Incurred surcharges for bank balance <$5K Fees. We 

were charged $16 surcharge three times for March, April, 

and May which is charged on the 1st in the following month 

so on 4/1, 5/1, & 6/1. Mary Kay called the bank and they can 

only credit us for two months only, so they credited us 2 

months of April and May.  We are unable to get a credit on 

the surcharge for March that was charged on April. So in 

July statement, we no longer have a fee. Should consider 

another bank. Mary Kay is looking at other banks like a 

credit union. Jaime will ask for bank recommendations 

from CFAA affiliates in next CFAA meeting. 

Current bank balance is $5,495.60 as of 7/31/2021. A 

couple lifetime membership dues were collected which 

helped raised the balance. Hopefully can collect more 

membership dues. Secretary to email a reminder to mem-

bers for Jan-Dec 2021 and consider prepaying 2022 dues, 

with due amounts, copy of the form, and Treasurer’s mail-

ing address. 

Per Ligaya, FANHS National wants conference regis-

trants to show proof of chapter membership. National has 

not yet come up with the process to authenticate a chap-

ter member’s membership. Ligaya suspects a receipt #.  

Lourdes thinks maybe Treasurer signature. Mary Kay is 

asking for the membership list.  Ligaya will send an up-

dated list to share with the Board. Ligaya and Rae thinks 

we should not give a member name list to National be-

cause of privacy reasons. National will have a meeting on 

9/13 and will discuss how to authenticate chapter mem-

ber’s membership. 

AUDITOR REPORT 

Auditor not present. Mary Kay plans to meet with Corrie 

to conduct the audit. 

FIL-AM HISTORY MONTH  

PACCO committed to host a symposium on 10/17 Sun-

day at 2 to 4pm. Main PACCO contact is Ellen Bolus-

Edmonds. Ernie Quilban confirmed to perform. Cristian 

Aniciete confirmed to emcee. 

Jaime received from Philippine Tourism Director a vid-

eotape about the Philippines.  Maybe snippets can be 

showed during the symposium.  He will forward to 

FANHS-OR Board and to PACCO. 

FANHS 77National Theme:  40 years of Making a Dif-

ference. FANHS-OR is incorporating the National Theme 

with Filipino COVID experience. Theme /Title of the Sym-

posium "Celebrating  Filipino resilience: Survival stories 

amidst catastrophic challenges”.  This highlights every-

one's collective efforts of making a difference within the 

communities that we serve.  Aligned to the message of 

the letter drafted by Ligaya.  

FANHS-OR will accept the PACCO program as deter-

mined by the Symposium planning committee.  

OPENS 

Per Ligaya, a typo needs correction on the FANHS-OR 

Website, the Newsletter Issue 23 Newsletter should be 

2004 not 2003.  Rae just fixed. 

BOOK Project is on hold. 

FANHS NATIONAL CONFERENCE  

No information yet. Lourdes to also help in getting lat-

est conference information and how Jaime can join the 

Chapter Presidents meetings via Zoom for latest infor-

mation. 

OPENS 

Lourdes is working to request permission to post 

FAHM Display at MAC. Ligaya suggested posting the 

proclamation and getting something from National. 

Lourdes is seeking something colorful/educational post-

er type display, e.g. Filipino & American flags, map, some 

clothing, etc. Lourdes and Ligaya will discuss outside the 

meeting.  

Per Ligaya, Filipino writers are showing up in national 

publications: Paul Susi, Ligaya Mishan, Oregon Humani-

ties – Climate 2021; The New York Times Style Magazine 

Aug 202’21 – article “are you listening?” 

NEXT QUARTERLY MEETING: Sunday, December 12, 

2021. Time: 1-3 pm. Via Zoom 

FANHS-OR Minutes of Meeting, Q3, 9/12/21 

Oregon 
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Contact any FANHS officer to share your field of interest/expertise: 

 Archival/Record Collection   Symposium  Oral/Written History  Workshops 

 Writing/Newsletter  Planning Committee  Research  Photography/Videography 

Gallery 

Dambana Shrine at The Grotto 
 

Dambana is a Filipino word for “altar.” This shrine is a sanctuary 

that brings together the faith and culture of the Filipino people. 

Its roof is shaped like a salakot, a traditional Filipino wide-

brimmed hat. Its walls are made of Capiz, a flat seashell com-

monly used on windows of Filipino homes. In the center of the 

shrine are three sculptures created by Fil-Am artist Fernando 

Sacdalan: Our Lady of Dambana, Santo Nino of Cebu, and San 

Lorenzo Ruiz, the first Filipino saint. This shrine is a testimony to 

the bayanihan community collaborative spirit of the Filipino peo-

ple in Oregon and southwest Washington. Our Lady of Dambana 

is unique to The Grotto. It is especially dedicated to the Filipinos 

in the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon.  

Photo by Ronnie Lim 


