
This year’s symposium observing the national theme, 
the 70th Anniversary of several notable events and 
pieces of legislation that transformed the lives of Fili-
pinos in the Philippines and in the United States, was 

held on October 21 at the Commissioners Meeting Room 
in Roseburg under the leadership of Cynthia Mounts. 

Speakers were military veteran Maria Asuncion Castro, 
retired medical practitioner Dr Evelina Gotardo Amparo, 
and human resource professional Michelle Alba-Lim.  
Lourdes Cereno Markley introduced the speakers.  

FANHS Oregon Chapter celebrated the Rescission Act of 
1946 barring veterans in the Philppines from receiving 
GH Bill benefits, the Luce-Celler Bill on July 2, 1946 
granting limited access to naturalization, the 1946 Alien 
Fiancees and Fiances Act supplementing the 1945 War 
Brides Act, and the granting independence to the Philip-
pines which made restrictive effects but at the same time 
strengthened the fortitude and grit of the people who 
made significant contributions to the country’s economy.  

FILIPINO AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH SYMPOSIUM 

F ILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL H ISTORICAL SOCIETY - OREGON 

NOVEMBER 2016 ISSUE NO. 39 

CHAPTER ONE 

Oregon Philippines HISTORAMA 

With the benevolent sponsorship of Jaime and Dory Lim of 
PACCO, Filipino American History Month culminated with      
a fabulous show at the historic Elsinore Theatre in Salem on   
October 29! 

 Oregon supporting cast and crew include the Cebuano Speaking 
Dancers and Friends of Salem and the Filipino American Friend
-ship Club: Celia Tibayan Austria, Merle Ocapan Balsamo,  
Christopher Santos Bedard, Daisy Santos Bedard, Norma Apos-
tol Clark,  Eve Reroma Collison, Sean Trapero Earll, Hannah 
Lea Estrabo, Leah Cuevo Estrabo, Rachel Anne Estrabo, 
Marilou Salazar Gumabon, Orlanda Pearl Haddar, Ken Miller 
Humbert, Sheila Magno Hurley, Delia Vallego Jenkins, Rufina 
Agco Lacson Gordon, Cecile Saqueton Muraki, Charlie Muraki, 

Elena Saqueton Muraki, Kai Saqueton Muraki, Olivia Saqueton 
Muraki, Al Newnam, Marissa Barrios Newnam, Elgie Ortiz, 
Guia Manuel Peteros,  Richard Poe, Elijah Sadol Santos, Elissa 
Albolero Santos, Nathan Albolero Santos, Raenette Albolero 
Santos, Nolita Bomlarda Schoonover, Lilia Bugais Seidle, Jaden 
Villegas Smith, Jeaneth Villegas Smith, Maili Villegas Smith, 
Florahaida Reroma Stanisich, Luz Lofranco Thurston, Tegan 
Jane Thurston, Theresa Amanda Thurston, Fiel Monteverde 
Trapero, Juhn Monteverde Trapero, Marilyn Traveno Trapero, 
Stevie Phil Trapero, Kim Dorman Weber, Zoe Dorman Weber, 
Brady Ruiz Vinh and Lara Ruiz Vinh. 

                                             —Photo by Mary Ashley Rashid 
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Amidst the unsettling political atmosphere, let us do what we do best: 

spreading the spirit of  Thankfulness and countering hatred with love 

and peace. This is how we survive as Filipino Americans and fitting the 

timing well, this is the message of HISTORAMA and the focus of our 

symposium. Our story of untiring giving of time, talents and energy  

is our story of hope and perseverance. 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE 
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June 26: With Dr Dorothy Cor-
dova, FANHS Executive Director, 
at the 16th Biennial FANHS Con-
ference in NYC 

July 4: with Ken Humbert, Oscar Do-
mingo and Simeon Mamaril at the 
FAAPV celebration of  Independence Day 
at Blue Lake 

Oct 25: With Kathleen Fish , 
SMI Director, at the Salem 
Multicultural Resource Fair 

Oct 11: with Juliet 
Brooks, DHS Encod-
er,  at the DHS Di-
versity Fair, North 
Clackamas  

Oct 29: With Jan Mason (PACCO chair), 
Dr John Choppala (Chair of Salem Human 
Rights Commission) and Anna Peterson 
(Salem Mayor) at the HISTORAMA show 



SYMPOSIUM 
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This year’s symposium focused on the national theme: 1946: A turning 
point. This is the year when restrictive bills passed made life more diffi-
cult for Filipinos living in the United States. Despite the political circum-
stances, our people, the people from the land of immigrants, survived 
through sheer hard work, strong work ethics and sincere love of country. 

Having a father then serving in the US Coast Guard, our first speaker, Maria Castro, came to the US with an 
American passport and served in the US Army. “My expectations were to finish my nursing education and join the 
US Army Nurse Corp. The hardship of being homesick away from my family and childhood friends was unbeara-

ble. I managed to survive telling myself I can do it, and prove to my father that I am strong 
and I can fulfill his wishes for me to be an American citizen. One of the challenges that I had 
to face was the time that I had to walk for two miles back and forth, uphill and downhill, in 
freezing weather, to go to school because of lack of money to pay for bus fare. To buy my 
winter clothes, I had to fight the crowd at the bargain basement of Montgomery Ward in San 
Francisco to grab a $1.00 turtleneck shirt. The Filipino qualities that helped me were having a 
grateful heart and the willingness to do my best. America is the land of the free, a sense of 

freedom to be successful in all aspects of one’s personal endeavors. My message to new immigrants to this country 
is this: It is not the land of the free by living off the government. Immigrants need to assimilate themselves in the 
American society, learn to speak English, love the people, respect the flag and obey the laws of the land. A sense of 
patriotist is a true measure of a model immigrant. Success is measured by being a good person and citizen, the love 
of God, to have the chance to experience the American dream and the love of my family and grandchildren and 
preserving my good reputation and character. I measure success through hard work and attaining financial freedom 
upon retirement. And last but not the least, I measure success by having the opportunity to serve the country in 
the military. I am proud to be an American.”  

Dr. Evelina Amparo, our second speaker, joined her parents who were in medical school in 
Texas at age 11 and went back to Iloilo at age 14. She finished her own medical training at the 
University of the Philippines then moved back to the US in 1975 and started residency at Uni-
versity of Texas. She moved to Oregon for her second year and finished pathology residency at 
OHSU.  Although she struggled with her accent, knowing English is her biggest advantage as an 
immigrant. Strong Filipino values of adaptability, patience, perseverance, good manners, and 

positive attitude helped her adapt to her new life. “My advice to new immigrants are work on your English, learn 
to drive, find local friends, believe and be very good in what you do because you are better than your counter-
part.”  

Our last speaker, Michelle Alba-Lim, is a human resource professional with extensive experience 
in training and administration. She designed, developed and delivered employee training pro-
grams. Michelle finished her Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of San Carlos majoring 
in Psychology. She then pursued Master of Arts in Education from the University of Phoenix and 
earned credits towards a doctoral degree in Educational Leadership. As a member of theToast-
masters, Michelle served as District Director from 2015 to 2016 and is actively serving as a Cer-
tified Facilitator for Covey’s “7 Habits of Highly Effective People.” Although she came to the 

United States with proficiency in English, Tagalog and Visayan, can communicate in Spanish and equipped with 
smutterings of Mandarin, Thai and Japanese, her biggest challenge was correcting her grammar and accent because 
Filipinos do not use gender in Tagalog.  “My advice to new immigrant is to learn Spanish, give generously of your 
time and talent and prepare to reinvent yourself.”  

 

 

 

 



HISTORAMA Oregon is a remarkable teaching tool and a re-
minder of the wonderful nation that shaped the strong values we 
brought with us and helped us make significant contributions to 
our new country. The combination of the spectacular perfor-

mance and the historic venue made the show a truly memorable 
event in Oregon and a wonderful ending of a significant month!  
   On this page are some pictures of different groups as they prac-
ticed and prepared for the event.  

H ISTORAMA CAST AND CREW 
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Cebuano Speaking Dancers and Friends practiced 
Singkil under the watchful eye of Marisa Newnam. 

FilAm Friendship Club children, learned kuradang 
steps for Tinikling. 

Mutya ng Pasig 
singer, Norma 
Apostol Clark 
tried on her pe-
riod-specific 
outfit. 

Seasoned cast from Canada visited the Elsinore and met the Oregon performers on Sept 10. Parents backstage worked on 
essential hair and make-up. 

Celia Tibayan Austria, a 1994 Per-
forming Artist of the Year awardee of 
the Filipino American National His-
torical Society is responsible for the 
design and production of the period-
specific and stage worthy costumes of 
the FilAm Friendship Club children 
and the Mutya ng Pasig singer. A 
trained teacher and a former Baya-

nihan dancer, Celia not only taught the children authentic 
dance steps but also expanded the children’s knowledge by 
teaching the history of the dances they perform. Celia’s  

creativity and passion for quality costumes and appropriate 
make-up inspired everyone to perform their best. Celia also 
shared her stage techniques with the Cebuano Speaking 
Dancers and Friends in Salem. The Oregon cast and crew 
are honored and grateful for Celia’s untiring efforts to pro-
mote Philippine culture through dance and for the priceless 
lessons learned to make HISTORAMA a  successful experi-
ence to remember. 

      Celia’s dedication to the promotion and preservation of 
the Filipino values and culture is detailed in her book 
“Valuing Culture: Source of Pride and Strength.”   

 



 

WHITE HOUSE RECOGNITION 
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OCTOBER PROCLAMATIONS 
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Beaverton Portland 

State of Oregon Salem 



 

OCTOBER PROCLAMATIONS 
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Keizer Medford 

North Bend Coos Bay 



 

RECOGNITIONS 
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The Oregon Commission on Asian & Pacific Islander Affairs 
(OCAPIA) awarded Jaime Lim the 2016 Oregon Distin-
guished Service in Community Engagement Award at a Fund-
raiser benefit on Tuesday, August 23, 2016 at NW Natural on 
220 NE, 2nd Ave., Portland. With him is Reggie Lim, Grimm 
actor and Lee Po Cha of IRCO.—photo by Dory Lim 

 

The Diverse and Empowered Employees of Portland (DEEP) recognized Dan del Rosario 
for his “outstanding leadership and service” at the Filipino American City Employees 
(FACE) FilAm History Month celebration on October 12, 2016 at the City Hall Atrium. 
Dan was honored for his 31 years combined government service with Multnomah Coun-
ty and the City of Portland Bureau of Information Services and as one of the original 
founders of DEEP.  

Faith Catholic Community 

By Monette Mallari—gmail  

When we started our first Filipino Mass twenty years ago, we were all excited planning for it and kept inviting all the Filipi-
nos we knew and saw everywhere we attended gatherings.  For all we knew, we received a great response.  Our kaba-
bayans and friends filled up the St. Pius X Church during that first celebration.  After the festivity, the core team gave 
praise and glory to our loving God, and saw a lot of possibility to build up our community. We also came up and celebrat-
ed several traditional masses like the Simbang Gabi, Salubong, Independence Day, Dambana Festival, and many more. 
The following years, we invited all the different groups in our community to participate in the Mass, religious and civic 
groups alike to show our "Unity in Faith."  We also witnessed the growth of the Filipino priests from none to twelve diaco-
nate and priesthood ordinations.  Thanks be to God to the Archdiocese of Portland for sponsoring our Filipino priests and 
for Mt. Angel Abbey in educating them.  God has blessed our community in many ways and continue to show his good-
ness to His people.   

December 2016 schedule 

Faith Cafe Sunday, Dec 11th 
5—7 pm 

Bethel Congregation 
5150 SW Watson Ave 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
 

Hosted by Aguman—serving the marginal-
ized in the Beaverton area and beyond 

Simbang Gabi Dec 15—23 
Holy Mass at 7 pm 

 

Holy Trinity—Westside 
St Therese—Eastside 
St Joseph Church—Salem 
Queen of Peace Church—Salem  
St Vincent Church—Southside 
 
 

 

Christmas Novena Masses 
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On September 5, 2016, we were saddened by the passing of Carmen Jayco Deona 
Avecilla, a respected and well loved leader of FAAPV. Carmen is known for her 
benevolence to the less fortunate and for her outreach to newcomers in the com-
munity. She is the valuable member who reminds everyone in her telephone list of 
all events happening in the FAAPV.  

IN MEMORIAM 

Lourdes Markley attended the much awaited opening of the Filipino American Museum located in downtown Stockton on 
October 29. Leaders of various Filipino Associations attended the event.  

 

FANHS Oregon is organizing a trip to Stockton sometime in 2017. Contact Lourdes Markley at 503.756.7143 if you want to 
join the Oregon group.  



A beautiful tropical island in the mid-
dle of the Pacific Ocean with soft 
waves foaming as they lap up the 
sand. Graceful Palm trees wave their 
fronds and melodious chanting of 
birds fill the air. This is what I see 
and imagine when I think of my birth-
place, Luzon Island of the Philip-
pines. But, it must have been quite 
different at the time. 

December 2, 1943 was the day of 
my birth.  It was war time.  It had 
been almost 2 years since Japan 
bombed Pearl Harbor in Hawaii and 
then they bombed the Philippines on 
December 8, 1941.  Then they occu-
pied the Philippine Islands on Janu-
ary 2, 1942. 

Devastation must have been all 
around. I, of course, don’t remember 
any of it.  Stories told by families are 
all I have of those horrific and fright-
ening times. Brutal, sadistic and cru-
el acts of the Japanese were experi-
enced by many.  However, it was a 
young Japanese soldier with fixed 
bayonet who had mercy and com-
passion on me and my family.  He 
had found us hiding and felt sorry for 
the baby full of scabs and sores!  
That baby was me!  Mercifully, he left 
us unharmed and let us go free. 

Thankfully, we survived with God’s 
mercy and providence through the 
war years, especially with my father 
being away with the Philippine 
Scouts.  As a soldier, he was one of 
the many forced into the Bataan 
Death March!  Fortunately, he was 
released and then he later joined the 
guerillas in the mountains.  He 
helped gather and distribute infor-
mation to help them thwart the ene-
my. 

My father joined the United States 
Army and then after the war, left the 
Philippine Islands for the United 
States of America in 1946.  Our fami-
ly was left behind.  My mother and 
grandmother took care of business 
and the necessities of life, having 
U.S. dollars of course, made things a 
little easier.  We had a nice home, 
enough to eat and extra help if and 

when it was needed.  We also 
helped the relatives with room 
and board, educations and even 
necessities. 

After years of separation, loneli-
ness and yearning to be together 
with her husband, my mother had 
to start thinking of leaving the 
islands and her family.   

Of course, the advantages and 
unlimited opportunities for the 
children were determining factors 
for her decision to go to America.  
She was more than comfortable 
with house help, a chauffeur, and 
a very nice home.  But, she sacri-
ficed a great deal to give her chil-
dren a tremendous gift of incom-
parable education and a brighter 
future in the U.S.A. 

….. we boarded the transport 
ship AP138 General C. G. Mor-
ton, to take our family to America. 

We met and dined with other fam-
ilies.  We stopped at Guam and 
disembarked with families that 
stayed there.  We had dined with 
them at their home and then re-
boarded the ship. 

…... 

We stopped in Hawaii but we 
were quarantined and could not 
disembark.  One of my siblings 
had a contagious virus. 

Heading north from San Francis-
co, we saw the Golden Gate 
Bridge, skyscrapers, giant red-
wood trees and the Pacific Coast.  
We drove through a giant red-
wood and saw and felt snow for 
the first time. Strange and won-
drous sights and foods we experi-
enced as we proceeded north-
ward through California, Oregon 
and finally to Washington. 

…….But, when we first came to 
live in Portland, I remember the 
whole family at times would go 
picking in the fields for strawber-
ries, raspberries, blackcaps, bush 

beans and pole 
beans to make extra 
money. 

…..My love of plants led me to 
join the Bonsai Society of Port-
land and The Villa Garden Club.  
Both have inspired me to learn 
and increase my knowledge to 
improve the care and designs of 
my horticulture collections and to 
multiply their numbers. 

I can spend hours and hours in 
my garden enjoying my flowers 
and the quiet ambiance of the 
lush and verdant surroundings. 
The peaceful atmosphere invites 
the wildlife in the neighborhood.  
We’ve had blue jays, starlings, 
opossums, raccoons, squirrels, 
woodpeckers, hawks, humming 
birds, gold finches, sparrows, 
chickadees, wrens, bushtits, 
crows and many other garden 
friends, pollinators and butter-
flies. 

My artistic inspiration from the 
many birds that visited my wild-
life habitat encouraged me to 
donate some of my bird paint-
ings to the Audubon Wildlife Art 
Festival for the past several 
years. 

As the years go by, I still spend 
my time painting, writing and 
gardening. All the while, loving 
and spending time with my hus-
band, children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. I have 
more than enough to keep me 
happy and busy. 

                                              

Maria Myrna Alfajardo Tabino 
Perkins                                                                                      

June 7, 2016 
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 IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE: 1953  : MYRNA PERKINS 

EXCERPTS FROM A FORTHCOMING FANHS PUBLICATION 



Here’s my background: first-generation 
American-born female with a mother 
who emigrated from the Philippines 
while having a dad who immigrated as 
well to the United States from Sri Lanka. 
My parents came from completely differ-
ent cultures, one from a matriarchal soci-
ety while the other from a patriarchy. 
Against many odds, they fell in love and 
were married, and soon after decided to 
raise my older sister and me in a happy 
home in the state of Hawaii. I type this as 
I currently reminiscence of fond memo-
ries from my childhood.  

      Fast forward to today: a 28-year-old 
married registered nurse who is seven 
months pregnant with her first child, a 
boy, while living in Oregon. I moved to 
the Portland area with my husband this 
past February, one month after our wed-
ding in Hawaii. Finances and highly repu-
table school districts swayed our feelings 
to move here to my husband’s 
hometown, but having family living near-
by was the deciding factor. Still, my par-
ents are living in Hawaii with every in-
tention of eventually moving to this area 
after they’re able to retire in a few years 
so my feelings of starting our own family 
without my parents being in close prox-
imity for the time being isn’t as positively 
perceived as they would be if my parents 

were near. This goes the same for my 
sister as she currently lives in Michi-
gan to gain a few more years of 
graphic design experience to some-
day move to this side of the country 
and work for one of the many big-
time clothing companies in these 
parts. Luckily, my husband’s family 
and friends here in Portland are just 
as supportive as the family and 
friends I have left behind during our 
move here. It was expected that this 
move would be a great culture shock, 
with the assumption that Asian cul-
tures were more family-oriented than 
cultures here on the mainland of the 
United States. I couldn’t be more 
wrong! There were many reasons as 
to why I chose to marry my husband, 
with a main one being his belief of 
family being the first priority for hap-
py living. Therefore, it shouldn’t 
have been so surprising that he grew 
up and surrounded himself with peo-
ple who have the same state of mind. 
Not only are they all excited that 
they’ll have a new addition to watch 
over and help guide as he grows up, 
but they’re genuinely excited for me 
to be pregnant and are willing to 
share their support as I go through 
this phase in my life. Parents-to-be 
should be just as celebrated as the 

babies they’re bringing into this 
world, which is why my husband and 
I call our parents on our own birth-
days, because our birthdays are just 
as special for our parents as they are 
for us. 

I wouldn’t change where I’m living 
as well as being in this stage in life at 
this moment, but I still look forward 
to the time when my parents and 
sister can once again share in my life 
experiences (and I in theirs) directly 
as we all did once upon a time.  

-Tiara Hoppes lives with husband 
Kory and their new baby boy in Bea-
verton. 

1ST GENERATION EXPERIENCE: 2016 : TIARA HOPPES  
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DECEMBER 3, 2016 – OCFAA’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
DECEMBER 3, 2016 - GSFAA ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
DECEMBER 4, 2016 - PNAOW's Epic Christmas Party 2016 
DECEMBER 10, 2016 – CFAA’S 4th QUARTERLY MEETING  
DECEMBER 10, 2016 – FAAV PASKO NA NAMAN 2016 
DECEMBER 11, 2016 – SINGING PRIESTS OF TAGBILARAN CONCERT 
DECEMBER 17, 2016:  FAFC 39TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POTLUCK LUNCH & CHILDREN'S PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 17, 2016 – FAAPV CHRISTMAS PARTY 
DECEMBER 31, 2016 – FAAPV NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
FEBRUARY 11, 2017 – OCFAA’S ANNUAL VALENTINE’S PARTY 
JUNE 10, 2017 – FAAV PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE DAY PICNIC  

COMMUNITY EVENTS FROM THE CFAA CALENDAR  

Compiled by Lourdes Mashinski 



“The mission of the Filipino American National Historical  

Society shall be to promote understanding, education,  

enlightenment, appreciation and enrichment through the  

identification, gathering, preservation and dissemination of the 

history and culture of Filipino Americans in the United States.” 

- Fred Cordova 

Ligaya Sadol Humbert, President  

ligaya.humbert@gmail.com 
503.880.4753 (call or txt) 

503.654.8391 (msg) 
 

John Pamintuan Alamarez, Vice President  

johnalamarez@yahoo.com 
 

Rae Albolero Santos, Secretary/Web Admin 

rae.santos@gmail.com 
 

Elizabeth Ramirez Palomo, Treasurer 

betcha74@comcast.net 
 

Mary Catherine Aguas Moore, Auditor 

marykaymoore3@gmail.com 
 

Lourdes Cereno Markley, Trustee 

lcereno@aol.com 

F ILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL H ISTORICAL SOCIETY 

- OREGON CHAPTER 

                         FANHS-OR Advisors 
(past presidents) 

 
Fernando F. Sacdalan (1988-1991); Wilfredo L. 

Olandria (1991-1993); Albert H. Newnam (1993-
1994); Simeon D. Mamaril (1994-2000) (2002); 
Danilo E. del Rosario (2001); Ligaya S. Humbert 
(2003-2004); Adoracion O. Lim (2004-2007); 

Lourdes C. Markley (2008-2009); Dolly Pangan-Spect 
(2010); Ruth L. Olandria (2011);                     

Consuelo C. Rivera-Cao (2012-2013) 

 

FANHS Oregon Thanksgiving and 3rd Quarterly meeting on November 19 at the residence of Lourdes Markley: Adela 
Sacdalan, Lourdes Markley, Ferdie Sacdalan, Willie Olandria, Emma Cereno, Beth Palomo, Ligaya Humbert, John Ala-
marez, Simeon Mamaril Jr., Simeon Mamaril, Mary Kay Moore, Jonathan Abuyan, Ruth Olandria, Oscar Domingo, Rae 
Santos. Photo by Ken Humbert, behind the camera.  

oregonfanhs@gmail.com 
Facebook.com/fanhsoregon 

www.oregonfanhs.org 
www.fanhs-national.org 


