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By Concordia Borja-Mamaril 
 
On April 2, 2011, a few members of the 
Oregon Chapter  (Willie and Ruth Olan-
dria and son Wil Jr, Lourdes Markley 
and Concordia Mamaril)  along with 
friends  from the Cebuano Speaking 
Organizations (see names on the above 
photo) travelled in two minivans to visit 
the Pinoy Archives in Seattle, Washing-
ton.   
 
The group was welcomed by Fred and 
Dorothy Cordova  at about 11:00 AM.  
Executive Director Dorothy Cordova spoke first mainly on how 
the Filipino American National Historical Society (FANHS) got 
started, its goals and objectives and  its achievements through the 
years.  She distributed a sheet giving the information on avail-
able exhibits, resources, public programs, and also included a 
complete listing of the chapters. 
Founding President of FANHS, Fred Cordova emphasized the 
importance, of having an archive.  The Pinoy Archives has a 
collection of over a thousand individual names.  He distributed a 
personal information sheet, filled up by all the guests, which will 
be added to the Archives collection. 
 
The group was feted with a pizza lunch, soft drinks and  coffee.  
Afterwards, Oregon Chapter President  Ruth Olandria presented 
a check ($200) to Dorothy as donation  for the FANHS Ar-
chives.  She also gave a poster depicting the actors of the 
"Brown Soup Thing" which includes Wil Olandria, Jr. for the 
Archives. 
 
Going back to Portland, the group stopped by Seafood City Su-
permarket in Tukwila, Washington to buy fish, clams and oysters 
which are much cheaper  than what are offered in Portland. 
 

 

 

 

FANHS-OR fundraising events 
By  Ruth Olandria 
 
Monetary Results of fundraising events: 
Pizza event    - $ 187.49 
 Donations:  Lourdes Markley - $   73.00 
  Condordia Mamail- $   20.00 
     Lita Quilban - $   20.00 
  Lucy Gallarde - $ 100.00 
  Total for Pizza fundraising - $400.49   
 
Aawitan Kita sa America at Canada - $  46.00 
  (10% of tickets sold by FANHS) 
Mother's Day Concert -  $ 117.00 
    (30 % of Ticket Sale sold by FANHS) 
   33% of CD Sales  sold by FANHS - $   40.00   
T o t a l  all  Fundraising Events    -  $ 603.49 
 
[Gratitude is the memory of a good heart.  With this in mind, 
the Oregon Chapter members would like to reiterate their 
sincere thanks to all of the fund raising supporters.] 
 

FANHSFANHSFANHSFANHS----OR makes...OR makes...OR makes...OR makes...    

A trip to A trip to A trip to A trip to     
SeattleSeattleSeattleSeattle    

Left to right: Front - Concordia Mamaril, Ruth Olandria, Doro-
thy Cordova, Maricel Beaman, Lucy Gallarde, Dolores Young-
sma, Esther Kaiban.  Back Row: Fred Cordova, Willie Olan-
dria, Lourdes Markley, Sonny Odilao, Ahlyn Odilao, Ramon 
Gallarde and Wil Olandria, Jr. 
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Salem couple  
celebrates 
their 50th  
 
By Ligaya Humbert 
 
     Jorge and Amelia Juliano of Salem, 
Oregon renewed their wedding vows 
and celebrated their 50th Anniversary on 
June 25, 2011 at the Ronald Methodist 
Church in Shoreline Washington under 
the proud, watchful eyes of children: 
Patricia, Tessa, and Jorge, Jr and fami-
lies. Friends and extended families who 
joined the couple's celebration at the 
church Fellowship Hall following the 
ceremony were delighted with the crafty 
decorations, delicious food and memora-
ble "did-you-know" notes on the dining 
table. 
     Copies of "did-you-know" notes fol-
low: 
     Mely is a licensed dentist and dentur-
ist. She had her own business, Profes-
sional Denture Service. 
     Mely sewed her own wedding dress. 
     Mely was an advisor for the youth as 
San Jose Methodist. 
     Mely sewed coats for the professors' 
wives and made costumes in the Penn 
State Theatre Dept to supplement their 
college income. 
     Jorge ad Amelia met at a church 
youth get-together. 
     Jorge was a frat boy! Alpha Zeta - 
Penn State 
     Jorge was an advisor for the Student 
Christian Movement at Central Luzon 
Agricultural College. 
     Jorge watched Martin Luther King 
speak in Urbana, Illinois. 
     Jorge is a research mycologist 
(mycology: a branch of botany specializ-
ing in molds & fungi). 
     Jorge started his business, "Mycotek i 
December of 1985, selling Grow-Your-
Own Mushroom Gardens. 
     Jorge has visited 17 countries with a 
farmer-to-farmer volunteer program. He 
will go to Ethiopia this 
fall." 
     Congratulations to Jorge and Mely 
for a long and happy marriage and for 
keeping Salem, Oregon their home. 

Oregon Chapter News In Brief 
 
At the regular meeting of the Oregon Chapter at the Montavilla United Methodist 
Church in Portland, our secretary, Consuelo Rivera, brought her two-month old first 
born daughter. Olivia was all alert listening to our discussions. She was received with 
gusto. A "bari-bari" was given by some members to Olivia, which is an Ilocano custom 
and belief that when a baby comes the first time to your house or place, she/he brings 
luck and is entitled a monetary reward. 

 
Our long-time members Frank and Flor Irlandez celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary on April 19 with a mass at St. Anthony Church in Tigard, followed by a grand 
reception with dancing at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Tigard. 

 
On May 7, Fonjie Lim, spouse of newsletter editor Ronnie Lim, had a birthday party at 
her home. There was a novena offered to the Blessed Virgin of Fatima. 

 
At the 13th Annual Scholarship and Awards Banquet of The Asian Reporter Founda-
tion held on April 22 at Legin Restaurant, our member Isabel Carino was one of the 
honorees as "Most Honored Elder." 

 
On May 21, the Lims (Jaime and Dory) had an open house at their newly-built house 
in Lincoln City, Oregon. It was a whole day affair with a lot of food. 

 
At the “Barong at Saya” ball of the Filipino American Friendship Club at downtown 
Double Tree Hotel, some members of the our Chapter danced the rigodon, namely: 
Jess Osilla, Flor Irlandez, Ferdie and Adela Sacdalan, Raul and Nora Madarang. 

 
Rev. Jesus Angelo Alicante Te (Filipino) was ordained on June 4 at St. Mary's Cathe-
dral Portland by Archbishop Most Rev. John Vlazny of Portland. 

 
Condolences to the family of Benjamin Reyes (former member of the Oregon Chapter 
before retiring in the Philippines) who died on May 15 in Manila at the age of 83. He 
was born in Santa Barbara, Pangasinan province. 

 
Ruth and Willie Olandria celebrated their 43rd wedding anniversay in a cruise to Scan-
dinavia and Russia, May 17 - 30, 2011.  

 
Next FANHS-OR meeting: October 8, 2011, 10 AM, at Montavilla United Methodist 
Church. Main agenda item is election of Officers.  

FANHS OREGON CHAPTER 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL 

 
  Rates:  Individual Annual:  $30 
   Individual 10-Year:  $150 
   Individual Lifetime:  $300 
   Family Annual:   $35 
   Family 10-Year:   $200 
   Family Lifetime:   $350 
   Student/Senior Annual:  $10 
 
To join and/or renew your membership, please send your name, address & 
email address to fanhs-oregon@yahoogroups.com, or to Ruth Olandria, president: 
willyruth@msn.com. Please indicate the fields of interest/expertise that you 
would share to volunteer for the Chapter. Tax-deductible donations accepted 
by the Chapter. All checks and payments may be made out to FANHS Oregon 
Chapter and mailed to 6020 SW Corbett., Portland, 97239. Thank you for 
your support of FANHS Oregon Chapter. 



By Concordia Borja-Mamaril 
FANHS National Trustee 
 

Many would possibly agree with me 

that I consider June as the most festive 
month of the year in Portland. the month is 
full of activities--parades, Rose Festival 
Queen coronation, boat and car races, plane 
air shows, display of ships on the Willamette River, whole day 
and night-time entertainment with food galore at Tom McCall 
Waterfront Park. 
 
After the closing ceremony of the Lewis and Clark Centennial 
Exposition in 1905, Mayor Harry Lane proposed an annual city 
celebration which provided the initiative to start a Rose Festival 
and Carnival in 1907. The members of the Portland Rose Society 
were the planners of the first Portland Festival celebration. The 
Portland Rose Society was formed n 1889 and in 1902 it offi-
cially incorporated to encourage cultivation and display of roses. 
Its members engaged in educational and civic activities to make 
Portland a "city of roses." Its main goal since its incorporation 
has been public education about rose culture. 
 
Crowning of the Rose Festival Queen is a showcase of elegance 
and style. Since 1930, queens and princesses were selected from 
public high schools. Students who represent their schools are 
exceptional in academics, athletics and community services. 
 
The Filipino American community has been very proud to have 
the following exceptional students selected as princesses of the 
Rose Festival Royal Court representing their high schools: 
 
Zena Pliska (Filipino mother), 1979, Franklin High 
Evelyn Dasalla (both parents Filipino), 1988, Jefferson High 
Lori Perkins (mother), 1989, Franklin High 
Elsie Rucel Ariola (both), 1993, Marshall High 
Malia Bruni (mother), 2002, Roosevelt High 
Nicole Crebillo (both), 2004 Roosevelt High 
J'Regesha Branon (mother), 2011, Cleveland High 
 
Other Filipino American students who did not make it as prin-
cesses to the Rose Festival Court, but were members of the court 
of the princesses who represented their school as the Festival 
were: 
 
Elizabeth Feliciano (both parents), Lincoln High 
Lani Kort (mother), 1988, Franklin High 
 
Merrykhane Parade was started in 1907 as a night-time celebra-
tion of fun and foolery, but dissolved in 1973 by festival organiz-
ers since the crowds became large and rowdy. However, in 1976, 
the Starlight Parade was introduced as part of the U.S. Bicenten-
nial celebration. Its success replaced Merrykhane as a Rose Festi-
val night-time, fun-time event. There were a number of years 
when the Filipino American Association of Portland and Vicinity 

(FAAPV) participated in the Starlight Parade. 
 
The Rose Festival parade of floats is usually held the 2nd Satur-
day of June. In the 1960s the FAAPV had its share of entering 
floats to the parade. Joining the parade was resumed in 2003, 
2004 and 2005 through the Philippine Chamber of Commerce of 
Oregon (PACCO) under the leadership of Dory Osilla-Lim. The 
floats during these years received the Clayton Hannon Award for 
the best self-built entries. The last Philippine float in the parade 
sponsored by PACCO was in 2007, which received the prestig-
ious category--the Golden Rose Award. 
 
Another organization that promotes the best interests of Portland 
and the Portland Rose Festival is the Royal Rosarians, formed in 
1912 by 100 men of the Portland Commercial Club and the 
Chamber of Commerce. As ambassadors of goodwill the mem-
bers of the Royal Rosarians often participate in local projects. In 
1931 for example, they assisted the Rose Festival Queen in offi-
cially opening the St. Johns Bridge. During World War II their 
blood bank project was ultimately adopted by the American Red 
Cross. The only Filipino American member of the Royal Rosari-
ans is Antonio Justo Pasion of Portland. Antonio was elected as 
prime minister of the Royal Rosarians sometime ago. His only 
sister, Myrna Pasion Boyce, is a very famous emcee of important 
Filipino American events and celebrations, due to her fluency in 
English with cracks of impish jokes. 

Planted at Washington Park in four levels are rows and rows of 
many varieties of roses. The Gold Medal Award Rose Garden is 
the home of varieties of roses that won the Gold Medal since 
1919. The Portland's Best Rose is featured to showcase Portland 
as the "City of Roses." The contest is held the Sunday after the 
Rose Festival Grand Floral Parade. At the lowest level is the 
Queen Walking Amphitheater with names of the Rose Festival 
Queens engraved on one 8x8-inch slab of copper-tone metal laid 
on the ground. The first Queen in 1907 was Queen Flora. There 
was no queen from 1908-1913, in 1918 and in 1926. The last 
Queen's name displayed at the amphitheater is 2010 Queen Vic-
toria. The best time to visit the Park to enjoy the beauty of the 
roses is in mid-June and July through August.  
 
Mrs. Borja-Mamaril has been an active officer and member of 
FANHS Oregon Chapter since its inception, and together with 
Richard Perlas (deceased), was primarily responsible for making 
the 1997-98 major exhibit at the Oregon History Center possible. 
She is the author of “Filipino Americans: Pioneers to the Pre-
sent,” published in 2000. 
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THOUGHTS of a FANHS Trustee 

 
The Filipino American community has been 
very proud to have exceptional students se-
lected as princesses of the Rose Festival 
Royal Court representing their high 
schools. 
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The purpose of Chapter One is to inform, update, and disseminate information relevant to FANHS, both locally and nationally, and to 
the Filipino American experience. You may already have an article ready with regard to this. Please submit your ideas, comments, 
and/or suggestions to the FANHS newsletter. Contact Ruth Olandria, president, or any of the officers or members of FANHS Oregon 
Chapter. 

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OREGON CHAPTER 
 

Ruth Olandria, President 
willyruth@msn.com 

 
Ligaya Humbert, Vice President 

ligayahumbert.gmail.com 
 

Consuelo Rivera, Secretary 
welo.rivera@gmail.com 

 
Simeon D. Mamaril, Treasurer 

sidama@juno.com 
 

Dr. Concordia Borja-Mamaril, National Trustee 
sidama@juno.com 

FANHS-Oregon is a nonprofit tax-exempt 
organization operating under the bylaws of the 
Filipino American National Historical Society In-

corporated. 
 

FANHS-OR Board of Advisors  
 Fernando F. Sacdalan 1988-1991 
 Wilfredo L. Olandria 1991-1993 
 Albert H. Newnam 1993-1994 
 Simeon D. Mamaril 1994-2000, 2002 
 Danilo E. del Rosario 2001 
 Ligaya S. Humbert 2003-2004 
 Adoracion O. Lim  2005-2007 
 Lourdes Cereno Markley 2008-2009 
 Dolly Pangan-Specht 2010 
 Ruth L. Olandria  2011- 
 
Send newsletter items to:  
 Ronnie Lim  ronnielim1999@gmail.com 

Our Mission is to Promote Understanding, Education, 
Enlightenment, Appreciation and Enrichment through the 
Identification, Gathering, Preservation and Dissemination 

of the History and Culture of Filipino Americans in the 
United States. 


