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Vice-president elect Ruth Olandria became president of the 
Oregon Chapter in November 2010 due to the resignation of 
Dolly Pangan-Specht. The members voted for a replacement on 
January 8 at a meeting held at the Montavilla Methodist church 
library in Portland. 
     Ligaya Humbert, former president of Oregon Chapter (2003-
2004) was unanimously elected as vice-president. 
 

     +++ 
 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
 
     Upon the resignation of Romy Agudelo on January 28 as 
president of Cebuano Speaking Organization of Oregon and 
southwest Washington (CSO), the members without delay held 

on February 6, at Montavilla United Methodist Church, Portland, 
an election of a new set of officers as follows: 
 
     Esther Kaiban, president; Sony Odilao, vice president; Sandra 
Adamson, secretary; Maricel Beaman, treasurer; Ruth Olandria, 
auditor; Lucy Dorson, PRO. The Board of Directors is composed 
of: Lucy Gallarde, chairperson; Wilfredo Olandria, vice chair; 
and members Richard Cropper, Mila Johnson, Ahlyn Odilao. 
Inducting office was Simeon Mamaril, chairperson of the Ore-
gon Commission on Asian Affairs.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Oregon Chapter’s Newest ElectionOregon Chapter’s Newest ElectionOregon Chapter’s Newest ElectionOregon Chapter’s Newest Election    

Ephraim Roxas, chairperson of the Council of Filipino American Asso-
ciations (CFAA), inducts Ligaya Humbert into office. Witnessing the 
event are (from left) Willie Olandria, Evelyn Zurbano, Ruth Olandria, 
Robert Bayot, Mila Castro, Myrna Perkins, Ferdie Sacdalan, Cely 
Ward, Lourdes Markley (with book), and Jess Osilla (partly hidden). 
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     Welcome to our new members Ernie 
and Lita Quilban, who were the Mr. & 
Mrs. Valentine 2010 of the Fil-Am Asso-
ciation of Portland and Vicinity (FAAPV). 
On February 12, Lita relinquished her 
crown to Cindy Reidy and Ernie handed 
over his hat to Chuck Reidy, who were 
chosen Mr. & Mrs. Valentine 2011. Chuck 
and Cindy are also Oregon Chapter mem-
bers. 
 
     Ernie presented a successful classical 
guitar concert on January 29 at the Com-
munity Music Center in Portland. He 
played classical selections such as Sere-
nata Espanola (J. Molato), Mazurka in E-
minor (F. Tarrega), Estudio Romantico 
(Emilio Pajol) and others.  

+++ 
     Fred Asa, a long-time member of the 
Oregon Chapter, was elected on February 
12 as the next president of the FAAPV 
replacing Ben Avecilla. Fred was also 
FAAPV president from 1988-89 and 
1997-98. 

+++ 
     When the position of chairperson of the 
Oregon Commission on Asian Affairs was 
vacated by Atty. Liani Jean Heh Reeves, 
since governor John Kitzhaber appointed 
her as legal adviser, Simeon Mamaril was 
elected to replace her. 

+++ 

Consuelo Rivera, Oregon Chapter secre-
tary, gave birth to a 7.5 baby girl on Janu-
ary 17. Congratulations and best wishes 
for your well-being and also of your baby. 

Condolences to the families of… 

     Felisa Bernarte Guinto (mother of our 
member Mina Tahayeri) died December 3, 
2010, age 92. Born in Pampanga, Philip-
pines. 

     Adoracion Alvarez (former member of 
Oregon Chapter), died December 29, 
2010, age 78. Born in Binan, Laguna, 
Philippines. 

     Antonio Jose Deona (brother-in-law of 
the FAAPV president Ben Avecilla) died 
February 3, age 66. Born in Sorsogon, 
Philippines. 

News in Brief 
(Continued from page 1) 

FANHS OREGON CHAPTER 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

& RENEWAL 
 
 Rates:  Individual Annual:  $30 
  Individual 10-Year:  $150 
  Individual Lifetime:  $300 
  Family Annual:   $35 
  Family 10-Year:   $200 
  Family Lifetime:   $350 
  Student/Senior Annual:  $10 
 
To join and/or renew: please send your name, address & email address to 
fanhs-oregon@yahoogroups.com, or to Ruth Olandria, president: 
willyruth@msn.com. Please indicate the fields of interest/expertise that you 
would share to volunteer for the Chapter. Additional tax-deductible donations 
are also accepted by the Chapter. All checks and payments may be made out 
to FANHS Oregon Chapter and mailed to 6020 SW Corbett., Portland, 97239. 
 
Thanks for your support of FANHS Oregon Chapter. 

Oregon Chapter Members Alert! 
 
     As new members, Ernie & Lita Quilban offered to the Oregon Chapter, that for 
every CD of Ernie (guitarist) and his brother Domingo (banduria instrumentalist), 
which the Oregon Chapter could sell, the Chapter gets 50% of the price of every CD 
($15.00). 
 
     There are 2 CDs of Ernie and Domingo: 1) String Meditation which comprise songs 
of the different regions of the Philippines, and 2) Guitar and Banduria Duo, a medley 
of Spanish and Philippine music. Ernie has one CD to his credit entitled Midnight 
Serenade featuring Spanish, popular and classical music. So, members do help sell the 
CDs, a fund raising for the Chapter. 
 
     Announcements: The next regular meeting of the Oregon Chapter will be on April 
9 at 10am at Montavilla United Methodist Church. Please join the meeting. 
 
     April 2 — a trip 
to visit the National 
Pinoy Archives 
(NPA) and the 
FANHS office in 
Seattle, as planned 
by president Ruth 
Olandria. If inter-
ested sign up by 
calling Ruth at 503-
252-8871. Photo at 
right shows FANHS 
founder Fred Cor-
dova sorting through 
the many file cabi-
nets at the NPA headquarters in Seattle. 



By Concordia Borja-Mamaril 
FANHS National Trustee 
 
Woodrow Kroll, a famous author on reli-
gious books, wrote: 
 If you want to rule, learn to serve 
 If you want to lead, learn to follow 
 If you want to succeed, learn to 
 make others successful. 
 

Yes indeed there is gospel truth in Kroll’s advice to his fellow 

human beings. There is a certain degree of authority bestowed in 
being able to rule, but the authority should not be an opportunity 
for glory and power, but a responsibility to serve. Authority to 
rule entails authority to serve. When a leader imposes a great 
amount of power and restrictions, then this leader is not really 
doing his/her job to serve for the interests and good of the people. 
Thus these people start to protest and gather for demonstrations 
and demand what should be done according to the laws of the 
land and not for the self-interests of the leader. This is what hap-
pened recently in Tunisia and Egypt and also what happened in 
the Philippines in the 1980s. 
 
     For organizations, the above statements should also 
hold true. An organization’s leader should know how to 
serve and should ask himself/herself what he/she can do 
for the organization. This is the root cause of success of a 
true leader. 
 
     A leader leads but should also know how to follow. 
Failure to do so tends to sway the leader to undesirable 
circumstances adverse to the decision of the majority. 
When this happens, the last ditch of the leader is to re-
sign. 
 
     True leaders teach by good examples and if they want 
claims for success, they too should know how to make 
others succeed. Follow the good leader, so they say. 
 
     I often think of the idea that the success of a person in 
his/her understandings depends heavily on the early train-
ing he/she gets from his/her parents. Spoon-feeding 
spoils the young. Children build self-esteem by doing 
things that are hard and learning what works. I was fortu-
nate to have a father who molded in me traits of self-
esteem through hard work, honesty through rejection of 
lies and responsibility through values of work and owner-
ship. 
 
     In summary, self-esteem, honesty and responsibility 
guide people to excel and find an enduring source of hap-
piness. 
 
     The book “Filipinos in the Willamette Valley” au-
thored by Tyrone Lim and Dolly Pangan-Specht was 
supposed to be a fund-raiser for the Oregon Chapter. In-

stead, it turned out to be almost on the red—what with the many 
books given out as free by former president Dolly Specht and the 
many IOUs which up to this writing has not been reported 
whether there was any collection or not. Dolly promised to do so 
during the special meeting on November 6, 2010. 
     Responsible individuals should fulfill their promises. Other-
wise, others would just think and say “they are persons of words 
and not of deeds.” 
 
     Our incumbent president, Ruth Olandria, is doing her best to 
make our coffer heavier to financially support the Pinoy Archives 
in Seattle. She had planned of a “pizza” fund-raising on March 15 
(see flyer below). Also she is making negotiations with Eric Ta-
deo of Vancouver if our chapter would be benefited if some of 
our members could sell some tickets for the April 29 show per-
formance of the group “Aawitan Kita.” So far so good; keep it up 
Ruth. 
 
Mrs. Borja-Mamaril has been an active officer and member of 
FANHS Oregon Chapter since its inception, and together with 
Richard Perlas (deceased), was primarily responsible for making 
the 1997-98 major exhibit at the Oregon History Center possible. 
She is the author of “Filipino Americans: Pioneers to the Pre-
sent,” published in 2000. 
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THOUGHTS of a FANHS Trustee 
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The purpose of Chapter One is to inform, update, and disseminate information relevant to FANHS, both locally and nationally, and to 
the Filipino American experience. You may already have an article ready with regard to this. Please submit your ideas, comments, 
and/or suggestions to the FANHS newsletter. Contact Ruth Olandria, president, or any of the officers or members of FANHS Oregon 
Chapter. 

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OREGON CHAPTER 
 

Ruth Olandria, President 
willyruth@msn.com 

 
Ligaya Humbert, Vice President 

Ligayahumbert.gmail.com 
 

Consuelo Rivera, Secretary 
Welo.rivera@gmail.com 

 
Simeon D. Mamaril, Treasurer 

sidama@juno.com 
 

Dr. Concordia Borja-Mamaril, National Trustee 
sidama@juno.com 

FANHS-Oregon is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 
organization operating under the constitution and 
bylaws of the Filipino American National Historical 

Society, Incorporated. 
 

FANHS-OR Board of Advisors  
(Past Presidents) 

 Fernando F. Sacdalan 1988-1991 
 Wilfredo L. Olandria 1991-1993 
 Albert H. Newnam 1993-1994 
 Simeon D. Mamaril 1994-2000, 2002 
 Danilo E. del Rosario 2001 
 Ligaya S. Humbert 2003-2004 
 Adoracion O. Lim  2005-2007 
 Lourdes Cereno Markley 2008-2009 
 Dolly Pangan-Specht 2010 
 Ruth L. Olandria  2011- 

 

Our Mission is to Promote Understanding, Education, 
Enlightenment, Appreciation and Enrichment through the 
Identification, Gathering, Preservation and Dissemination 

of the History and Culture of Filipino Americans in the 
United States. 

 FANHS Oregon Chapter  proudly presents...    Our very own book 
“Filipinos in the Willamette Valley” 
by Tyrone Lim and Dolly Pangan-Specht is still available for sale. Get your copy today!   Discounts to Fil‐Am organizations and  Individuals! For retail orders, please contact Ruth Olandria: Phone: 503‐252‐8871  Email: fanhs‐oregon@yahoogroups.com   


