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Dolly resigns post  
after book’s release 
 
By Concordia Borja-Mamaril 
 

The Oregon Chapter’s elected vice president, Ruth Olandria, 
was catapulted to the president’s position after the sudden unex-
pected resignation of Dolly Pangan-Specht on October 17, 2010. 
Ruth’s induction as he next Chapter president was held on No-
vember 6 at the Legin Restaurant in southeast Portland. Induct-
ing officer was Ephraim Roxas, chair of the Council of Filipino 
American Associations. 
 
     Lourdes Markley, past president from 2008-2010, presented a 
bouquet of flowers to Ruth to say congratulations, representing 
the 19 attendees who witnessed the oath-taking. Mila Castro, 
Dan and Marilyn del Rosario, Dolly and chapter secretary Con-
suelo Rivera arrived later, making the total number of a meeting 
attendance to 24, a record. 
 
     In her speech, Ruth thanked everyone and said “this is an 
unexpected event for me and I accept the challenge.” 
 
     After the ceremony, Ruth immediately called the meeting to 
order. She asked Consuelo to report on the minutes of the last 
meeting held October 9. Corrections were made by Cely Ward. 
The treasurer’s report came later. 
 
     As on Ruth’s agenda, the funding and sale of the book 
“Filipinos in the Willamette Valley” were next. Payment of 
$3,200 to Dolly for the 300 books (out of 450 she ordered from 
the publisher) was approved unanimously. Upon proper account-
ing of the order, Concordia Borja-Mamaril moved to express 
deep appreciation to Dolly for all the effort and time she spent 
for having a book published as a funraising project of the Oregon 
Chapter. The gesture was applauded and approved unanimously. 
Right after the meeting was adjourned, Concordia announced 
that she was giving a free lunch to remember her birthday. 
Thus, the first special meeting of president Ruth Olandria turned 
out to be orderly and friendly, no stress and disrespect whatso-
ever. 
 
     Kudos to our new president. May your days ahead as a leader 
be bright and fruitful. 

+++ 
 

Did You Know? 
 
     The benevolence of past chapter president Lourdes Cereno 
Markley (also a former FANHS National Trustee and Secretary) 
crystallized in her buying 70 copies of the book “Filipinos in the 
Willamette Valley” in order that the Chapter would not be in 
such a big predicament of selling the 300 books that Dolly Pan-
gan-Specht ordered out of her own financial account. Because of 
certain disagreements, Dolly announced that she is buying 150 
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AAAAs I begin my 21st year 

as a member of the FANHS 
Oregon Chapter, I am truly 
honored to serve as the 
president of this great or-
ganization. As we start the 
new year my family and I 
would like to wish all of you 
a prosperous new year and I 
would like to thank everyone 
for their support by attend-
ing my FANHS oath taking, it 
was a special event. 
 
On January 8, 2011, we will 
gather together to plan our activities for the entire 2011 
calendar year. Attendance by the general membership is 
very important so that ideas can be discussed. We also 
encourage new and young members to attend as an op-
portunity to get involved and provide new ideas for our 
organization. A proposed event to be discussed during 
our meeting will include a fundraising concert that will 
benefit the FANHS national archives and an educational 
trip to the FANHS national archives in Seattle, Washing-
ton.  
 
Best Wishes. 
 
Ruth L. Olandria 
President, FANHS Oregon Chapter  

Ruth Olandria with hus-
band Willie and sons 
Warren (top right) and 
Wil (bottom right) 
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more books, and the unsold balance could 
be returned to Arcadia, the publisher, 
within a year of purchase. 
 
     Of the 300 ordered, Dolly handed over 
51 copies to Ruth Olandria, the incoming 
president, who was chosen by the members 
to be the next custodian of the inventory. 
Actually, out of the 300 books, 19 were 
given out as complimentary copies, i.e., 4 
copies to city mayors, 1 senator, 2 guber-
natorial candidates, 4 priests, 1 Institute, 
some to friends and acquaintances and 
another 10 to the Oregon Chapter library. 
 
     Giving out comp copies at the expense 
of the Chapter is considered a loss. 
Whether it was the former president’s 
privilege to give them out for free is ques-
tionable. However, to prevent any further 
discussion on this issue and to avoid any 
arguments of pros and cons that may result 
in conflict, and to forestall some from as-
suming unfounded and unwanted com-
ments degrading the name of the Oregon 
Chapter, Concordia proposed to consider 
the 29 complimentary copies (that Dolly 
gave away) as a gift to Dolly as a token 
and gesture of deep appreciation for all the 
effort and time she spent in accepting the 
responsibility of being the main contact 
between the Oregon Chapter and Arcadia 
Publishing and to see to it that a book 
would be published as the Chapter’s fund-
raising project. 
 
     All of those who attended the Novem-
ber 6 special meeting unanimously ap-
proved Concordia’s proposal by applaud-
ing (accepting and clapping). There was no 
need for a motion to approve the proposal. 
It was Dolly who conceived of the idea of 
having a book for the Oregon Chapter. All 
members are grateful for this and consider 
the book as one of Dolly’s accomplish-
ments during her short administration. 
 
     Tyrone Lim should not be put aside in 
regard to the book. He was the lead author, 
having written the introduction and all 
chapter text, as well as captions to all pic-
tures except those submitted by Dolly. In 
the first draft Tyrone laid out all the pic-
tures he selected for each Chapter. Correc-
tions were made in the “write-up” with the 
assistance of Concordia, and some pictures 

were replaced in the second draft. The fin-
ishing touches (second edit) were done by 
Dolly and again with the assistance of 
Concordia. The final copy was sent after 
all corrections were made by Dolly and 
Concordia since Tyrone had left for vaca-
tion and said before he left, “Bahala na 
kayong dalawa diyan.” 
 
     Chapter members and Fil-Am organiza-
tions who bought several copies of the 
book: 
 
     Anthony Cassera 14; Simeon Mamaril 
10; Myrna Perkins 10; Concordia Borja-
Mamaril 7; Angie Collas-Dean 5; Ephraim 
Roxas 5; AgumanCapampangan 15; Fil-
Am Clark County 15; Marie McHone 4. 
There are 216 pictures in the book, includ-
ing the cover photo and the two photos of 
the authors with their spouses. Photo con-
tributors were: 
 
     FANHS Oregon Chapter (archives) 63 
photos; Simeon Mamaril 37; Anthony Cas-
sera 30; Tyrone Lim 20; Dolly Pangan-
Specht 10; organizations 21; other indi-
viduals 35. 

+++ 
     The first issue of Chapter One (this 
newsletter) came out in October 1991 ed-
ited by C. Borja-Mamaril. She went on to 
put out 20 editions of the newsletter from 
1991-1998, including one issue each for 
the years 2002, 2004 and 2006. No edi-
tions were put out in 2003, 2005, 2007 and 
2008. LigayaHumbert became the editor in 
2000 and issued 5 editions (2 in 2000, 1 in 
2001 and 2 in 2004). 
 
     It was in the March 2000 issue (Ligaya 
as editor) when advisers (past presidents of 
the chapter) appeared on the first page. 
Simeon Mamaril was then the president. 
Advisers also appeared on the first pages 
of September 2000 and March 2001 issues. 
It could no longer be traced as to whose 
idea it was that past presidents became 
advisers. According to FANHS executive 
director Dorothy Cordova, it is only Ore-
gon Chapter that has an advisory board.  
 
     In 2009, when Lourdes Markley was 
president, Tyrone Lim accepted the assign-
ment as newsletter editor. He issued one in 
2009 and 3 in 2010. In all four issues, Ty-

rone placed the advisory board at the last 
page of the newsletter. In the membership 
application form, past presidents are men-
tioned, but it does not say they are advis-
ers. 
 
     All past 4 issues edited by Tyrone were 
printed by Dolly at her own expense. She 
did not charge the Chapter and everybody 
is very grateful for this big contribution in 
her short term as president. Dolly’s other 
notable achievements are: 1) the Oregon 
Chapter exhibit during the last FANHS 
National Conference held in Seattle on 
July 2010, assisted by Ferdie Sacdalan and 
Lourdes Markley; 2) bringing closer the 
historical society to the Filipino American 
students of Portland State University. 
Through her we have a young leader in 
Oregon Chapter secretary, Consuelo 
Rivera, who is expecting her first child in 
mid-January. 
 
     Oregon hopes to be the 3rd state to pass 
a resolution making October the Filipino 
American History Month in the United 
States. Past president Al Newnam will 
continue to lead this effort to make it as a 
permanent annual celebration nationwide. 
Two past presidents of the Chapter have 
questioned the legality of a president who 
does not finish her term to be a member of 
the Board of Advisors. This issue has to be 
resolved by the members, according to the 
executive director, Dorothy Cordova, since 
there is nothing in the FANHS bylaws 
regarding this matter. 
 
     There are late donors to the 2009 fund-
raising solicitation letter of FANHS presi-
dent Joan May Cordova and FANHS Trus-
tee Concordia Borja-Mamaril, namely: 
Atty. Jeffrey & Mrs. Loida Gonzales $50; 
Dr. Clayton and Mrs. Ofelia Udarbe $40; 
Gloria River $20. A total of $110 was sent 
to FANHS National by treasurer Simeon 
Mamaril in the name of the Chapter. 
For the Chapter to have a website (fanhs-
oregon@yahoogroups.com) was an accom-
plishment of secretary Consuelo Rivera. 
The appointment of Simeon Mamaril 
(Oregon Chapter treasurer) as a member of 
the Oregon Commission on Asian Affairs 
has been extended through 2012 with the 
approval of Gov. Ted Kulongoski. 

Olandria: “Unexpected, but I accept the challenge.” 
(Continued from page 1) 



By Concordia Borja-Mamaril 
FANHS National Trustee 
 

With the sudden decision of our Chapter 

president, Dolly Pangan-Specht, to resign 
inn the midst of the discussion of an impor-
tant issue during the October 2010 regular 
meeting, the elected vice president, Ruth 
Olandria, lawfully became the interim presi-
dent and had all the prerogatives to plan in calling for a special 
meeting. Her plan was conceived two days after the president’s 
resignation for she knew very well that there should be a continu-
ity of governance without interruption, to prevent others from 
concluding that the Oregon Chapter has become dysfunctional. 
 
     The Oregon Chapter was the first chapter of FANHS through 
the relentless efforts of Lourdes Cereno Markley. And our Chap-
ter has never been dysfunctional! When the president resigned, 
the vice president indicated an immediate acceptance of the vaca-
tion president’s office without delay by calling for a special meet-
ing. As interim president before her induction, she was justified 
in calling for a special meeting, even without consulting an advi-
sory board or members of our Chapter. 
 
     Now that we have our vice president inducted into office as 
president on November 6, 2010, our Chapter moves on. It is 
alive, strong and vibrant and I hope it to be so through the years, 
even long after I have gone to the far beyond and from above I 
could see a viable Oregon Chapter. 
 
     There was some delay in the induction because a favorable 
location for the special meeting had to be searched, in order to 
avoid payment of fees. 
 
     Discussions on issues, programs and plans prevail in meet-
ings, which could be argumentative that sometimes one session is 
not sufficient to reach a definite decision. That is the reason that 
we should have special meetings instead of a one-person rule. 
Arguments could become animated and unfriendly, but should 
never be construed as improper or disrespectful examples of be-
havior or improper observance of protocol. An argument is not 
meant to destroy, embarrass or be disrespectful, but it is intended 
to forcefully convince others to improve a point or to convince 
others of the right thing to do. I look at argumentation as a 
healthy attitude of participation. And I encourage members of our 
Chapter who attend meetings to use the weapon of debate, espe-
cially when revealing the truth. 
 
     To offer our services as leaders of an organization should be 
done without calling attention to ourselves. We wait for others to 
express their gratitude and appreciation for the good that we have 
done. 
 
     To act on the spur of the moment usually precipitates into 
regrettable disastrous consequences. A good example on my wide 
was when my father disowned me as his child. Deep regrets fol-

low that the individual concerned may go either into seclusion or 
project the bad result of the unwise sudden decision to others. 
One becomes defensive without consciously knowing, attempting 
to justify the result of the “spur of the moment” decision. The 
thought of “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” comes to mind. 
 
     Second thought scrutiny should be duly exercised before de-
livering a vital decision of outrageous negativism. Acting fast on 
an impulse to respond to unfriendly offensive statements or ac-
tions is not the trait of a dedicated leader. Leaders considered 
good ang great listen to the pros and cons offered by advisers. 
They take time to act to avoid pitfall decisions. 
 
     It is true, however, under certain circumstances that a leader 
has to be on the fast lane, for example in matters of safety and 
security for the good of the majority. Commendable sound ambi-
tious aspirations and goals are excellent indicators of a good 
leader, one who would perform more and more to attain the 
goals. 
 
     In closing, I would to quote the former president of the Philip-
pines Corazon Aquino, “I will never be able to forgive myself if I 
will have to live to the knowledge that I could have done some-
thing and I did not do anything.” 
 
Mrs. Borja-Mamaril has been an active officer and member of 
FANHS Oregon Chapter since its inception, and together with 
Richard Perlas (deceased), was primarily responsible for making 
the 1997-98 major exhibit at the Oregon History Center possible. 
She is the author of “Filipino Americans: Pioneers to the Pre-
sent,” published in 2000. 
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THOUGHTS of a FANHS Trustee 

FANHS OREGON CHAPTER 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

& RENEWAL 
 
 Rates:  Individual Annual: $30 
  Individual 10-Year: $150 
  Individual Lifetime: $300 
  Family Annual:  $35 
  Family 10-Year:  $200 
  Family Lifetime:  $350 
  Student/Senior Annual: $10 
 
To join and/or renew: please send your name, address & 
email address to fanhs-oregon@yahoogroups.com, or to Ruth 
Olandria, president: willyruth@msn.com. Please indicate 
the fields of interest/expertise that you would share to 
volunteer for the Chapter. Additional tax-deductible do-
nations are also accepted by the Chapter. All checks and 
payments may be made out to FANHS Oregon Chapter 
and mailed to 6020 SW Corbett., Portland, 97201. 
 
Thanks for your support of FANHS Oregon Chapter. 
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The purpose of Chapter One is to inform, update, and disseminate information relevant to FANHS, both locally and nationally, and to 
the Filipino American experience. You may already have an article ready with regard to this. Please submit your ideas, comments, 
and/or suggestions to the FANHS newsletter. Contact Ronnie Lim, newsletter editor, by email at: ronnielim99@yahoo.com, or any of 
the officers or members of FANHS Oregon Chapter. 

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OREGON CHAPTER 
 

Ruth Olandria, President 
willyruth@msn.com 

 
Consuelo Rivera, Secretary 

Welo.rivera@gmail.com 
 

Simeon D. Mamaril, Treasurer 
sidama@juno.com 

 
Dr. Concordia Borja-Mamaril, National Trustee 

sidama@juno.com 
 

Ronnie Lim, Newsletter Editor 
ronnielim99@yahoo.com 

 
FANHS-Oregon is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 

organization operating under the constitution and 
bylaws of the Filipino American National Historical 

Society, Incorporated. 
 

FANHS-OR Board of Advisors  
(Past Presidents) 

Fernando F. Sacdalan 1988-1991 
Wilfredo L. Olandria 1991-1993 
Albert H. Newnam 1993-1994 

Simeon D. Mamaril 1994-2000, 2002 
Danilo E. del Rosario 2001 

Ligaya S. Humbert 2003-2004 
Adoracion O. Lim  2005-2007 
Lourdes Cereno Markley 2008-2009 

Dolly Pangan-Specht 2010 
 

Our Mission is to Promote Understanding, Education, 
Enlightenment, Appreciation and Enrichment through the 
Identification, Gathering, Preservation and Dissemination 

of the History and Culture of Filipino Americans in the 
United States. 

 FANHS Oregon Chapter  proudly presents...    Our very own book 
“Filipinos in the Willamette Valley” 
by Tyrone Lim and Dolly Pangan-Specht is now on sale.   Discounts to Fil‐Am organizations and  Individuals! For retail orders, please contact Ruth: Phone: 503‐252‐8871  Email: fanhs‐oregon@yahoogroups.com   


