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P inay Power is the theme of FANHS Ore-
gon Chapter’s 22nd Anniversary sympo-
sium, continues in this year’s event Octo-

ber 17 at the Portland Fil-Am Center. The pro-
gram begins at 2 pm and a social hour follows. 
After the symposium, a book signing will be done 
by Tyrone Lim and Dolly Pangan-Specht, co-
authors of “Filipinos in the Willamette Valley.” 
     The Women in Leadership series speakers are 
Salma Ahmad; Pia de Leon; Aimee Santos-Lyons, 
and FANHS-OR president Dolly Pangan-Specht. 
The event will be emceed by Eric Tadeo. 
 
Salma Ahmad 
 
     Salma Ahmad’s maiden name is Vinluan, or 
Urbiztondo, Pangasinan. Her husband is Dr. Ma-
sud Ahmad; three children, Dr. Tariq Ibrahim, 36; 
Maryam Fatima, 34, and Rabia Khutidya, 30. 
     She graduated Nursing from Far Eastern Uni-
versity in Manila; came to the USA in 1967 with 
stints in Chicago through 1972; Iowa City 1972-
1974. 
     Affiliations: president of the Islamic Society of 
Greater Portland; founding board member of the 
Bilal Mosque, member of the Human Rights 
Council of Washington County, FBI Multicultural 
Council, FBI Citizens Academy, Institute of Is-
lamic and Interfaith Service Association with 
World Affairs Council; Mercy Corp USA; Inter-
national Eschange Students Interfaith Council of 
Greater Portland. 
     Her awards include: an Award from Muslim 
Educational Trust for contributions towards Edu-
cation, Knowledge, and Understanding of Islam 
and Muslims [metpdx.org]; from ACHA
[Association for Communal Harmony in Asia] 
Certficate of Appreciation for Meritorious Work 
to MAKE A DIFFERENCE in the community 
[Hindu/Muslim and Buddhist];  
     From the Muslim Community Center of Port-
land [African/American Muslims] awards a Dis-
tinguished Appreciation for the Support 
and Community Service; Certificate of Apprecia-
tion from the MERCY CORP for holding fund 
raising for Indonesian earthquake and Pakistini 
Earthquake and Flood victims; FBI Community 
Leadership awards both in Washington DC and 
Portland. 

 
Pia de Leon 
 
      Maria Pia Raymundo de Leon is a social min-
istry activist by vocation and avocation. She has a 
Master of Arts degree in Theology from the Mt 
Angel Seminary in Mt. Angel, Oregon. She also 
did Graduate Studies in Philosophy, Master of 
Arts candidate, Ateneo de Manila University, 
Philippines, 1982~1984; and Bachelor of Arts, 
Philosophy, Ateneo de Manila University, Philip-
pines, 1977~1981. 
     Her life objectives: to respond concretely to 
God’s Call to work on building His kingdom of 
Love, Peace and Justice through and in every 
community I belong to; to share my self, faith, 
history, culture, talents and gifts, as pastoral min-
ister, community organizer and teacher; to fulfill 
the responsibilities of an effective “servant-
leader” in the community and to serve as an affec-
tive and productive mentor to the members and 
leaders I engage with in the community. 
     Among her work experience: 
     Organized and chairs the Social Ministry Com-
mittee – group composed of all leaders of out-
reach ministries; Parish Catholic Voter’s Confer-
ence (2008); Established relationships with Faith 
Café as a permanent location for direct service 
opportunities for Parishioners; Associate Organ-
izer – Metropolitan Alliance for Common Good 
(MACG), June 2004 to December 2007; Social 
Ministry, Peace & Justice Coordinator, St. Pius X 
Catholic Church, August, 2001 – May 2004; In-
structor, Philosophy, Ateneo de Manila Univer-
sity, June, 1981 ~ January, 1985 
     Most recently she co-founded the US Filipinos 
for Good Governance, Oregon chapter, which 
aims to monitor Philippine activities at the acces-
sion to power of President Benigno Aquino Jr. 
     Related experience: 
     Member – Justice and Peace Commission of 
the Archdiocese of Portland – (January 2010 – 
Present) 
     Lead Organizer and over-all Project Manager 
of the community wide Filipino project -  DAM-
BANA – Filipino Faith Shrine in the Grotto, in 
Portland Oregon. Dedicated by Archbishop John 
Vlazny in September 2008) (2007 – 2008) 

(Continued on page 2) 

“Pinay Power” at Symposium Sunday“Pinay Power” at Symposium Sunday“Pinay Power” at Symposium Sunday“Pinay Power” at Symposium Sunday    
The Speakers 

Salma Ahmad 

Pia de Leon 

Aimee Santos-Lyons 

Dolly Specht 



 Page 2 CHAPTER ONE  October 2010 

Advisor (Oregon group) – “Gawad 
Kalinga” (Give Care) Nation Building 
Project, Answering the Cry of the Poor 
Foundation – (2005 – PresentMember –
Asian Pacific American Network of Ore-
gon – Political Action Committee – (2008 
– Present) 
     Advisor – Women with a Vision - A 
movement of Christian Women with a 
majority of African American women – 
(2006) 
     Organizer – “Kabataan Para sa Pilipi-
nas” (Youth for the Philippines) – Immer-
sion program of Filipino-American High 
School Students held in the Philippines – 
(2001 – 2005) 
     Member – Public Policy Advisory 
Board of Oregon Catholic Conference of 
the Archdiocese of Portland – (2000 -
2004) 
     Member - Archdiocesan Pastoral As-
sembly organizing committee for the Arch-
diocesan Pastoral Council of the Archdio-
cese of Portland - (2000 and 2003). 
     Founder and Lead Organizer – The 
Filipino Catholic Community of Oregon - 
(1996~present). 
     Youth organizer – in The August 
Twenty One Movement, (ATOM -popular 
and non-violent movement to end the dic-
tatorship of President Ferdinand Marcos) - 
(1981~1984). 
     Pia is an accomplished chef and caterer 
and lists hiking and trekking as her major 
activities off the scene. She currently lives 
in Portland with husband Gary de Leon. 
Only son, Miko, lives and works in Man-
hattan, New York. 
 
Aimee Santos-Lyons 
 
     Aimee's journey into social justice com-
munity organizing began as a young student 
at Philippine Science High School, when 
the EDSA revolution happened during her 
freshman year. The organizing and con-
sciousness-raising that the senior students 
did that year galvanized her and captured 
her social imagination - making her realize 
that there were critical events that were lar-
ger than her adolescent life.  
     Upon entering University of the Philip-
pines, Aimee becamse involved with UP 
Tropa, an experimental theater group that 
aimed to provide awareness of social justice 
issues by creating indigenous pieces and 

strengthening Filipino voices, marginalized 
as they were by Filipinos' colonial and 
Broadway/ Hollywood mentality. This led 
to her demonstrating and performing in 
front of the halls of the Philippine Congress 
to protest the continuing militarization and 
presence of US bases in the Philippines. 
     In 1995, Aimee started work at the Uni-
versity Center for Women's Studies which 
marked another stage in her learning proc-
ess, working with and listening to the ex-
periences of a range of Filipina women who 
experience economic marginalization, po-
litical subordination,gender stereotyping, 
multiple burdens, violence against 
women and erosion of personhood. This 
soon led to a community organizing job at 
HASIK, a non-government organization 
working with urban poor community lead-
ers on land security and livelihood issues. 
She focused specifically on adolescent re-
productive health and sexuality, domestic 
violence and early childcare and develop-
ment issues. This was one of the most pro-
found and deeply impactful periods of her 
life, helping illuminate for Aimee her val-
ues, beliefs and understanding of the world, 
and her role in it. 
     Today, Aimee works with Western 
States Center as a Race and Gender Justice 
organizer/ trainer working with communi-
ties that have historically been at the mar-
gins of public decision-making processes - 
poor people, Native communities, women 
of color, immigrants and refugees, lesbians, 
gays, bisexual and transgender folk. She 
works to build a shared understanding of 
what they separately and commonly experi-
ence, strengthen their leadership and capac-
ity for social change work and work to-
gether as affected communities to create 
improved and lasting conditions for all. 
Aimee has benefited from her education 
both at the University of the Philippines 
and Columbia University where she earned 
a Masters in Public Health. In her volunteer 
time, she works at length and in depth 
with Asian Pacific American Network of 
Oregon (APANO) and the Filipino-
American communities.  
 
Dolly Pangan-Specht 
 
     Dolly was the youngest of 11 kids of  
Manuel and Teresita Pangan, both the baby 
and the rebel of the bunch.  She married 
Mike Specht in 1979; they have three chil-

dren: Mica, Jae and Chakee. 
     She graduated in psychology, initially 
intending to become a doctor, but stuck 
with public relations work, when she met 
Mike, a brewery distributor. Mounting 
civil unrest under Ferdinand Marcos 
erupted two days before her wedding, so 
she called it off in the face of increasing 
instability and her future husband’s fears. 
But they did get married in Manila, where 
175 guests who were all Mike’s friends 
and family were the only ones who at-
tended. 
     When they moved to America, Mike 
and Dolly were married for the second 
time the day after Valentine’s Day in 1986. 
     Dolly is heavily involved in volunteer 
activities, starting with the Tigard schools 
organization, where she became president 
of the Fowler Middle School parent sup-
port organization. 
    It was a hectic scheduled at Fowler, 
Dolly recalls, “my most sleep-deprived 
season. But for now that’s not a problem. 
I’m OK because I’d fueled by fun.” 
    In 2009, Dolly was awarded one of the 
Top 100 Most Influential Filipina Women 
in the USA by the Filipino Women’s Net-
work Summit held in Berkeley, CA.   
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Aimee Santos-Lyons (center) with Gary 
and Pia de Leon at the USFGG Oregon 
Chapter meeting held in August at the 
Portland Grotto. (Photo by Melissa 
Nolledo) 



By Concordia Borja-Mamaril 
FANHS National Trustee 
 
 
As human beings, it is an inherent tendency 
for us to forget. The degree of forgetfulness 
varies from one person to another. Some 
forget easily, others retain stored knowledge 
for a long time. 
 
At times we choose to forget an event that caused so much pain, 
such as death of a close relative and/or close friend. Forgetting in 
this way becomes a means to release hurting feelings of despair. 
However, at times some turn towards forgetfulness deliberately 
to avoid an event, avoid a commitment and others, to make one 
feel good in having told a white lie. Yet we say, “To err is hu-
man, to forgive divine.” But when forgetting is the course to an 
end of avoiding something becomes vicious, how can we for-
give? Of course the person concerned has to be reminded of his 
appointment and/or commitment. 
 
A case in point is accepting the responsibility of being an officer 
or trustee of an organization, by taking an oath of office. At 
times, some forget the oath and do not do anything. The name 
then becomes only a decoration towards one’s favor. I remember 
one who came to join the election and picnic of the FANHS-OR 
many years back. It was her first and last time to be with the 

Chapter. That day she accepted the responsibility to be the secre-
tary of our chapter, by taking the oath of office. But whatever 
happened to her? Was it a deliberate forgetfulness of evading a 
responsibility? 
 
This example should reflect also on the responsibility accepted 
by FANHS national trustees. During the presidency of Dr. Vir-
gilio Pilapil, it was approved by FANHS that each Trustee should 
at least contribute $100 to FANHS National for every year of his/
her term. So far a term of six years, a total if $600 is needed. 
 
I became a Trustee in 2008 at the National Conference held in 
Alaska. In the 2009n FANHS Trustees’ meeting held in Stockton, 
California, executive director Dorothy Laigo Cordova distributed 
to the officers and trustees who attended, a report in the profit 
and loss of FANHS for 2007, 2008 and the first six months of 
2009, including the donors and amount donated. I made a tabula-
tion of the contributions given by the various Chapters, officers 
and Trustees. Findings: only about one-half of the Chapters have 
been sending money to FANHS National. The other half remain 
Chapters in name only, with no financial support whatsoever 
being given to the FANHS National. 
 
During the 1990s, I used to attend workshops at the Oregon His-
tory Center in Portland in preparation for the exhibit held from 
June 1997 to February 1998. In one of the workshops, the speak-
ers emphatically mentioned of choosing carefully Board mem-
bers of an organization who are cooperatively willing to finan-
cially support the organization. The speakers said that it is not 
enough to present ideas on how to maintain an organization, and 
the most important criterion is to translate ideas into action. In 
other words, as a Board member, do something. So if it had been 
approved that FANHS Trustees should donate a minimum 
amount of $100 per year for the duration of his/her term, then as 
a responsible individual do so. 
 
I noticed in my tabulation, that some trustees have been giving 
religiously, even giving much more than the $100, but some have 
not given any contribution at all. Is this a matter of forgetfulness? 
Or is it a matter of deliberate evasion? 
 
Being a trustee entails certain conditions of why one was chosen 
as a trustee: uphold those conditions; be active not only in atten-
dance and ideas, but more emphasis on the financial support to 
FANHS. 
 
In my letter of solicitation, which I sent to prospective donors in 
2009, I said, FANHS would continue to be an active society “to 
collect, preserve and disseminate the history and culture of Fili-
pino Americans in the United States” as long as the members of 
the Filipino American communities in the whole USA would be 
supportive in giving generous donations. 
 
Let us be united to keep FANHS alive by donating any mount we 
can afford, which is tax-deductible. 
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The purpose of Chapter One is to inform, update, and disseminate information relevant to FANHS, both locally and nationally, and to 
the Filipino American experience. You may already have an article ready with regard to this. Please submit your ideas, comments, 
and/or suggestions to the FANHS newsletter. Contact Ronnie Lim, newsletter editor, by email at: ronnielim99@yahoo.com, or any of 
the officers or members of FANHS Oregon Chapter. 

FILIPINO AMERICAN NATIONAL  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OREGON CHAPTER 
 

Dolly Pangan Specht, President 
dollyps@yahoo.com 

 
Ruth Olandria, Vice President 

willyruth@msn.com 
 

Consuelo Rivera, Secretary 
Welo.rivera@gmail.com 

 
Simeon D. Mamaril, Treasurer 

sidama@juno.com 
 

Dr. Concordia Borja-Mamaril, National Trustee 
sidama@juno.com 

FANHS-Oregon is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 
organization operating under the constitution and 
bylaws of the Filipino American National Historical 

Society, Incorporated. 
 

FANHS-OC Board of Advisors  
(Past Presidents) 

Fernando F. Sacdalan 1988-1991 
Wilfredo L. Olandria 1991-1993 
Albert H. Newnam 1993-1994 
Simeon D. Mamaril 1994-2001 
Danilo E. del Rosario 2001-2002 
Ligaya S. Humbert 2002-2004 
Adoracion O. Lim  2004-2007 
Lourdes Cereno Markley 2007-2010 

 
Ronnie Lim, Newsletter Editor 

ronnielim99@yahoo.com 

Our Mission is to Promote Understanding, Education, 
Enlightenment, Appreciation and Enrichment through the 
Identification, Gathering, Preservation and Dissemination 

of the History and Culture of Filipino Americans in the 
United States. 

 FANHS Oregon Chapter presents...  Our very own book 
“Filipinos in the Willamette Valley” 
by Tyrone Lim and Dolly Specht is now on sale.  Published price: $21.99 per copy  Discounts to Fil‐Am organizations and  Individuals! For retail orders, please contact Dolly: Phone: 503‐407‐7234  Email: dollyps@yahoo.com  
Book Signing at the FANHS Symposium  
October 17,  Fil-Am Center,  
8917 SE Stark in Portland  


