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N ew officers were 
elected during the 
January meeting of the 

Chapter at the Tambayan restau-
rant.  
 Elected president was Dolly 
Pangan-Specht. The other offi-
cers elected are Ruth Olandria, 
vice president; Consuelo Rivera, 
secretary; and Simeon Mamaril, 
treasurer. 
 Dolly was the past secretary. 
Her professional background is 
in public relations, office ad-
ministration and events plan-
ning. 
 Ruth is a long-time pioneer 
member and, along with hus-
band Willie Olandria, helped 
organize the Oregon Chapter in 
1988 and has held various posi-
tions and responsibilities in the 
organization. 
 Consuelo, new to the Chap-
ter, is a 2007 graduate from 
Ateneo de Manila University  in 
communication and a language 
proficiency in French. She works at the 
Oregon Zoo PR and marketing depart-
ment. 
 Simeon was chapter president for 
eight years in the 1990s and led the suc-

cessful handling of the 1997-98 exhibit 
“Filipinos: Pioneers to the Present” at the 
Oregon History Center, and the 7th 
FANHS National Conference in 1998 in 
Portland. 

 Other FANHS-OR officers are Mrs. 
Concordia Borja-Mamaril as National 
Trustee, Ferdie Sacdalan as Exhibits 
Chair, and Ronnie Lim as newsletter edi-
tor and videographer. 

New Chapter Officers ElectedNew Chapter Officers ElectedNew Chapter Officers ElectedNew Chapter Officers Elected    

Symposium speakers (from left); Ellery Castro, Julia Markley, Jennifer Winquist, Christian Aniciete. 

 The FANHS 13th National Conference 
will be held on July 21-24, 2010 at Seattle 
University. The title is “Young Filipino 
People’s First Far West Convention Re-
visited: Examining Our Past to Inspire 
the Future.” 
 Join Filipino-American scholars, au-
thors, filmmakers, historians, student activ-
ists and just plain folks eager to share their 
research, resources and expertise on their 
various life experience. Learn how to 
document oral history and family geneal-
ogy, and different ways to collect, preserve 
and use historical records, develop an ar-

chives, do journal 
writing, plan a 
photo exhibit, write 
proposals. 
 These are other 
activities await the 
participants to this 
biennial confer-
ence, and is espe-
cially convenient 
for Oregon Chapter members to attend and 
participate. 
 Meanwhile, papers, panels and presen-
tations are still accepted for the various 

workshop sessions scheduled. Deadline for 
submission is March 15, 2010. Suggested 
topics include the Fourth Wave 1965-
2010; changing Filipino-American demo-
graphics; teaching history; surviving the 
Great Depression; religion, politics, busi-
ness, education, the world of entertainment 
and sports; culture-retention activities like 
music arts, dance, queen contests, fiestas 
and self-defense; and many other ideas. 
 For detailed information including ac-
commodation and transportation options, 
please contact the officers listed on the 
back page of this newsletter. 

Sign up now for National Conference in Seattle 

Oregon Chapter’s first president, Ferdie Sacdalan, administers the Oath of Office to the 2010-
2012 officers, from left: Simeon Mamaril, treasurer; Consuelo Rivera, secretary; Ruth Olandria, 
vice president, and Dolly Pangan-Specht, president. 
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New president’s first  
message: Thank you! 
 
Dolly Pangan-Specht 
dollyps@yahoo.com 
 

A  very happy new year to all! We begin 2010 with newly elected offi-
cers of our Chapter, and first on my agenda as president is a GREAT 
BIG THANK YOU to the following individuals (in no significant 

order): 
 Lourdes Cereno-Markley for her outstanding leadership and continued 
dedication to FANHS; 
 Simeon D. Mamaril for agreeing to continue his service as our treasurer; 
 Ruth Olandria (and Willy, of course) for spearheading our first fundraiser 
of 2010, in cooperation with the Cebuano group, and for stepping up to be our 
vice president; 
 Anselmo Villanueva, who even if he did not finish his term, contributed 
significantly to our chapter by representing us at CFAA, and starting our group 
on Facebook; 
 Concordia Borja-Mamaril, our respected Trustee, for her continued guid-
ance and work; 
 Ferdie Sacdalan, for inducting us in as new officers, and for his undying 
dedication to our organization, officially serving us this year as Exhibits Chair. 
I will now refer to him and Adela as FANHS-Oregon’s “keepers of the flame”; 
 Ronnie Lim, who continues to give so much in concrete terms by putting 
together our newsletters, producing our historical DVD, and now co-authoring 
“Filipinos in the Willamette Valley”; 
 Al and Marissa Newnam, who so diligently attend our meetings, provides 
wisdom, and links us to everything we need to know on the State level via the 
annual World Beat Festival and Oregon 150; 
 Ciony Arroyo, who is always so silent at all the meetings I’ve attended, and 
yet provides us with such valued administrative assistance with the guestbook 
and attendance; 
 Consuelo “Welo” Rivera, one of our newest members, who agreed to join 
FANHS diving in wholeheartedly as our Secretary. 
 To everyone else I did not mention here, but who’ve given of time, talent 
and treasure, helping to keep FANHS-Oregon chapter alive and significant in 
our community, I give my heartfelt gratitude!  I am honored to serve on your 
behalf! 
 Looking ahead, here’s what I look forward to this year: 
a visit to our FANHS national in Seattle before March is over. 
 A culturally successful and profitable fundraiser concert by Rodel Flores 
on May 22 – a wonderful partnership between FANHS-OR and Cebuano As-
sociation;  
 June 25-27 – another successful participation at the World Beat in Salem 
under the leadership of Marissa Newnam and Ferdie Sacdalan;  
 July 22-24 – a visible representation and participation in this year’s 
FANHS Convention in Seattle;  
 August 14 – a visible representation and participation in this year’s CFAA 
Convention in Eugene;  
 October 17 – our chapter’s biggest sponsored event – our annual FANHS 
Symposium, this year featuring a very special surprise international Fil-Am 
speaker (so stay tuned….), and also the planned release date of the book 
“Filipinos in the Willamette Valley” 
  

Continued on page 3 

 Father and daughter Rodel and Amanda Flo-
res, members of the Cebuano Speaking Organi-
zation, will perform at a fundraising violin con-
cert sponsored by the CSO and the FANHS Ore-
gon Chapter. 
 The date will be on Saturday, May 22, 3pm 
at the Montavilla United Methodist Church, 232 
SE 80th Avenue in Portland. Reserved tickets 
are $20 for adult and $15 for youth 8-18 years 
old, and at the door are $25 and $18. 
 Rodel will headline the event on his violin, 
and Amanda will play the piano. Our father-
daughter duo moved to Oregon from Cebu three 
years ago.  
 Rodel teaches violin and performs with the 
Beaverton Chamber Orchestra. Amanda is in 8th 
grade and is a piano scholar of the Snowman 
Foundation. Both have performed in concerts 
and recitals in the Philippines and in Oregon. 

Floreses in concert 

Coming soon to a  
bookstore near you 
 The book “Filipinos in the Willamette Val-
ley,” written by Tyrone Lim and Dolly Pangan-
Specht with the collaboration and assistance of 
the FANHS Oregon Chapter, is being prepared 
and will be published by Arcadia Publishing as 
part of its “Images of America” series. 
 The book will be available in October with a 
cover price of $21.99. FANHS-OR will sell the 
book to members at a discount. 
 Coming soon! 



January meeting, election notes 
Outgoing president Lourdes Markley’s messageOutgoing president Lourdes Markley’s messageOutgoing president Lourdes Markley’s messageOutgoing president Lourdes Markley’s message 
 Thank you very much for your support for my two-year lead-
ership of FANHS-OR and for coming today, January 9, 2010. I 
reported during the last National Trustees meeting the accom-
plishments of the Oregon Chapter. I wish I have done more, but 
teaching, going to PSU night school, babysitting my grandchil-
dren and attending CFAA meeting and other social events of the 
different organizations kept me busy.   
 FANHS National Conference: July 22-24, 2010, this year, at 
Seattle University.  Housing will be at the dorm of  Seattle Univ. 
and  Silver Clouds Hotel on Broadway, across Seattle Univ.  
Please mark it in your calendar, now if you can. May I remind 
you that I have books –such as Manong Fred’s book and 
Thelma’s book for sale. 
 Please memorize the FANHS Mission and adhere to its objec-
tives. Good luck to our new officers:  President, Dolly Specht; 
Vice President, Ruth Olandria; Secretary,  Consuelo Rivera; and 
Treasurer, Simeon Mamaril. 
 Announcements. Julia Markley Johnson, president of the 
Oregon Asian Pacific American Bar Association (OAPABA, was 
nominated to the Portland Business Journal’s Under 40 Award 
Rising Star for 2008 and 2009 – Oregon Law and Politics.  
 
 
 
 
Eugene Asian Festival Feb. 20-21 
 The Asian Council of Eugene/Springfield & Vicinity invites 
you to the 25th Oregon Annual Asian Celebration! The 2010 
event is planned for February 20-21 at the Lane Events Center at 
the Lane County Fairgrounds. Doors open at 10am. The celebra-

tion is produced by 
an all-volunteer com-
mittee of dedicated 
and fun-loving peo-
ple whose mission it 
is to create opportu-
nities that foster 
friendship and har-

monious relations 
among all people, and to enhance appreciation and understanding 
of our Asian cultural heritage. 
 Marvy Schuman, cooking instructor and chair for the cooking 
demonstrations, compiled and edited the first cookbook from 
various community members. Reflections of 25 Years: The Asian 
Celebration’s Community Cookbook, has 185 recipes from the 
Eugene Asian community. Most recipes are for beginner and 
intermediate level cooking, and ingredients are readily available 
at Asian grocery stores. The cookbook is available for $10 during 
the event, and at Smith Family Bookstore in the city. Contact 
Marvy at askmarvy@gmail.com for more information or bulk 
pricing. 
 Melissa Nolledo is president of the Asian Council, sponsor of 
the event. The annual event is co-chaired this year by David Tam 
and Ardyn Wolfe ardynw@gmail.com 541-729-4096. 

New FANHS-OR members  
 There are four new FANHS-OR members: Puri Aston, presi-
dent of the Cebuano Speaking Organization of Oregon and SW 
Washington; Robert Bayot, chairman of the board of Fil-Am 
Portland; Consuelo Rivera, our new FANHS secretary; and Eve-
lyn Zurbano. I encourage our members to invite more friends to 
join our organization.  

Ruth Olandria, Membership Committee Chair 
 
Milestones accepted for Chapter One 
 Chapter One publishes personal milestones among Fil-Ams in 
Oregon (chapter members or not). What are they? Birth of a 
child. Baptism. First year of school. Scholastic awards. Gradua-
tion. New job 
or career. Get-
ting married. 
Relocating. 
Going on a 
big travel. Being hospitalized. Winning a million bucks. And the 
most important — a death in the family. Provide all the pertinent 
details, to help put on public record a personal milestone in one’s 
life. Send to the editor: ronnielim99@yahoo.com. 
 
Advertise in our newsletter 
 In order to defray the cost of printing and mailing Chapter 
One, we are offering advertisement space to our members and the 
public. Business card size (landscape layout) will be $10 per is-
sue. We will print our newsletter at least 4 times a year, with a 
printed circulation of about 150 (and an infinite number of copies 
circulated online through email). Would you like to advertise 
your business card in our newsletter? Contact the editor at 
ronnielim99@yahoo.com. 
 
Before we forget… Before we forget… Before we forget… Before we forget… Congratulations to our new President 
Dolly Pangan-Specht, recent awarded among the Top 100 Most 
Influential Filipino Women in the USA for 2009! 
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From the Membership and the Community At Large 

Nolledo, Schuman, Wolfe 
New president’s message 
Continued from page 2 
 Aside from the dated events mentioned above, I look for-
ward to a year of working more closely with other Filipino-
American organizations, in partnership for serving our greater 
community.  I wish to do a lot of “housekeeping” so that we 
can organize our files, educational materials and archives, 
making them more readily available to others.  
For the record, I admit that I’ve only been involved in the Fili-
pino community here in Oregon since 2006, so I’m technically 
a “newbie.” For this reason, I humbly appeal to all who read 
this to give me guidance — to those who’ve been here awhile, 
please share your wisdom, and to those who are younger, 
make us aware of what interests you so that we can design our 
Chapter to fit your generation. 
 Remember, just because we’re a historical society doesn’t 
mean we ARE history, more importantly we MAKE history! 
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Fil-Am Community 
Activities in 2009 
 
By Simeon D. Mamaril 
Treasurer, FANHS-OR 

The first chapter to 

be part of the FANHS 
National has been active 
year round promoting 
the history of Filipino 
Americans who are residing here in the 
State of Oregon, among others. 
 In every state, corporate or organiza-
tional event, when invited, the Oregon 
Chapter always comes up front with his-
torical, social, cultural and religious dis-
plays, all relating to the lives, past and 
present, of Filipinos in the state. 

 
 October 17, 2009, our annual sympo-
sium in observance of October as History 
Month, was held at the Fil-Am Center. 
The program normally consists of speak-
ers, dealing on a theme appropriate for 
the occasion. It will be recalled that on 
October 18, 1587, or 422 years ago, was 
the first Filipino presence in California, 
when the Spanish Galleon NUESTRA 
SENORA DE ESPERANZA, a Philip-
pine-built ship, plying the famous and 
historic Manila-Acapulco galleon trade 
connection between the Philippines and 
Mexico, dispatched some of its crews, 
among which were “Few Luzon Indi-
ans” (as Philippine natives were called 
then), ashore to the south of Eureka, Cali-
fornia. 

 
 During the recent FANHS Board of 
Trustees conference at the Filipino Plaza 
in Stockton, California, Trustee Concor-
dia Borja, Mamaril, noted that we have to 
support fund raising efforts in support to 
existing projects/programs of FANHS. . 
Among others, are funds urgently needed 
to maintain the Pinoy Archives in Seattle, 
with files, organizations/individuals, by 
the thousands, are being stored for pos-
terity’s sake. It is being encouraged that 
Filipinos having important documents/
papers should submit them to this Ar-
chives office for future needs –research 

purposes, etc. 
 

 As usual, the Filipino American Com-
munities in the State of Oregon, had been 
a beehive of social, historical, cultural 
and religious activities specially this time 
of the year leading towards the Christmas 
and New Year Season. 
 
 The Filipino American Association of 
Portland and Vicinity, Inc (FAAPVI)  
held its Mrs. Philippines Coronation 
Night on October 17, at the Embassy 
Suites, Portland Airport. Christmas par-
ties of the Cebuano Speaking Organiza-
tion were held on December 5 and the 
Vancouver- Clark County Filipino Asso-
ciation the following day, December 6.  
 
 The FAAPVI’s Board of Directors 
approved a $1,000 donation to the Philip-
pine Flood Victims, aside from the net 
proceeds of its just concluded fund-
raising event on October 11. Chairman of 
the Board Bob Bayot, who left for the 
Philippines, personally presented this 
donation to whatever organization is offi-
cially handling these donations. The other 
Fil-Am Associations in the area are also 
having fund-raising events for the flood 
victims in the Philippines. 
 
 Members of the FAAPVI Board and 
other officers  led by President Ben 
Avecilla and member Fred Asa, just had 
their annual  Retreat at Lincoln City, re-
viewing the association’s missions, its 
successes /shortcomings, past, present 
and future goals. 

 
 The Oregon Commission on Asian 
Affairs (OCAA), which I am a member 
with Commissioner Teresa Ferrer, (our 
term ends on April 9, 2012) representing 
the Filipino American communities, has 
been active on ADVOCACY. Estab-
lished in 1955 under Senate Bill 342, its 
Charter was to help facilitate trade and 
economic development with Asia.  How-
ever, in 1999, the Oregon Legislature 
amended its original function with Senate 
Bill 951, placing greater emphasis on 
ADVOCACY Work in and for Oregon’s 
Asian Pacific American (APA) commu-
nities. 

 
 Today, OCAA’S overall mission is 
“to work for enhanced access to civic, 
social, education and economic opportu-
nities for APAs within Oregon.. The 
Commission also helps facilitate commu-
nication between state agencies and Ore-
gon’s APA communities by providing 
direct link to Government. This function 
not only benefits APA communities, but 
it also provides the State with informa-
tion on how best to provide services to all 
its diverse residents,.” 
 
 The SPECIFIC COMMSSION 
GOALS: 
    -Identify and examine the needs of 
APA residents of Oregon 
    -Compile and distribute information 
relating to educational, vocational and 
social services available to APAs. 
    -Help facilitate communication be-
tween APAs and government agencies 
and officials. 
    -Increase APA representation in all 
levels of government. 
    -Assess and make recommendations to 
State agencies and programs on how to 
increase accessibility and effectives. 

 
  The Philippine Chamber of Com-
merce of Oregon, (PACCO), has been 
also active in the promotion of trade, 
commerce and investment for its mem-
bers, among others. It conducts a monthly 
Net working conferences at the Holladay 
Park Plaza’s Penthouse, Lloyd Center 
area, every 3rd Wednesday starting at 
6:00 PM. PACCO President Jaime Lim 
presented a $1,000 check for the Philip-
pine Red Cross for the recent flood vic-
tims through Consul Alfonso Ver, during 
an Oct 3rd reception for the Consulate on 
Wheels (dual citizenship processing were 
conducted on October 2-3) for Philippine 
Trade and Investment Commissioner 
Josephine Romero. 
 
   By the way, PACCO’s  president 
Jaime Lim is now the Chairman of the 
Federation of Philippine American 
Chambers of Commerce, a national or-
ganization, and yours truly the national 
Secretary. 

Behind My Camera Lens 

Our job is to record activities of all organizations 
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FANHS OREGON CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP  
APPLICATION & RENEWAL 

 
Membership Rates: (check one)  
 Individual / Annual   $30    Family / Annual    $45 
 Individual / 10 Year   $200    Family / 10 Year    $250 
 Individual / Lifetime  $500    Family / Lifetime   $600 
 Student/Senior / Annual $15 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
(If Family, please include children’s names & year of birth) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: _______________________________ Tel. ________________________ 
 
Fields of Interest/Expertise: 
 
___Archival/Record Collection ___Photography  ___Writing/Newsletter 
 
___Oral/Written History  ___Videography  ___Research/Lectures 
 
___Planning Committee  ___Symposium Series ___Workshops 
 
___Other (please specify) __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Extra Donation for FANHS-OR 
 
Here is an additional donation to support FANHS-OC endeavors, in the amount of 
 
$_________________. I wish to donate the funds as a memorial to or in honor of  
 
______________________________________________. (Donations are tax-deductible.) 
Mail to: FANHS-OC Treasurer, 6020 SW Corbett., Portland, OR 97201 

Why I Joined FANHS 
 
 Please send us a short essay on 
why you decided to become a 
FANHS Oregon Chapter member. 
We will let the other members read 
your essay in the next issue of 
Chapter One. 
 
FANHS-OR Projects 
 
 FANHS Oregon Chapter’s on-
going project is to document the 
activities and achievements of Fili-
pino American pioneers and leaders 
in Oregon, and assist the various 
Filipino American organizations in 
their education and research activi-
ties. To achieve this, we plan to 
begin the task of collecting oral 
histories and archival data from our 
pioneers, as well as the officers of 
the various Filipino associations in 
Oregon. We will continue our as-
sistance in education by having our 
display panels available for loan to 
any association. Our members will 
assist groups in organizing and 
holding forums on Filipino Ameri-
can history and culture. 
 The mission objective of 
FANHS, as enunciated by FANHS 
founder Dr. Fred Cordova, is “to 
promote understanding, education, 
enlightenment, appreciation and 
enrichment through the identifica-
tion, gathering, preservation and 
dissemination of the history and 
culture of Filipino Americans in the 
United States.” 

Meet us at  
the Tambayan 
 The Tambayan Restaurant, 6014 
SE Foster in Portland, is the official 
meeting place of FANHS Oregon 
Chapter. 
 Restaurant owners Sony and 
Carlos David graciously open their 
doors especially for our scheduled 
meetings prior to their regular busi-
ness hours of 11:30am to 8pm on 
Saturdays and Sundays. They are 
closed on Mondays and Tuesdays. 
The phone number for take-out or-
ders is 503-777.4217. 

FANHS-OR members gather at the Tambayan for their January 9, 2010 meeting. 



By Romy Y. Agudelo 
 

C ebuano is the second most widely 
used Philippine language next to 
Tagalog. Originally, Cebuano was 

spoken in the islands of Cebu, Siquijor, 
Bohol and several provinces in northern 
Mindanao. Cebu being the second largest 
metropolitan area and a gateway to the 
Visayas and Mindanao, Cebuano is con-
sidered the native language of the south-
ern Philippines. It is spoken by more than 
18 million people, accounting for 20% of 
the total Philippine population. 
 
Cebuano is a dynamic language com-
monly known as Visayan, which is the 
name of the middle region of the country. 
In this area, there are more than 30 lan-
guages spoken. It was recorded in 1521 
when Ferdinand Magellan came to the 
Philippines, as written down by his 
chronicler Pigafetta. When catechism was 
introduced by the Spaniards, they trans-
lated the words into Cebuano after the 
first Spanish colonization in 1564. The 
dictionaries and catechisms of Cebuano 
have greatly changed over the centuries, 
and many of the verb forms cited in ear-
lier dictionaries are no longer in use, 
while many new words are absent or un-
available from the present normal conver-
sation or speech. This is further changed 
with the present modification of language 
whenever it is spoken.                               
                                                                     
The three-century rule of the Spaniards in 
our country greatly influenced the Ce-
buano language. Spanish terms spread 
widely and Cebuano had borrowed sev-
eral words. From 1898 to 1946, English 
was taught in all schools, and again Ce-
buano borrowed several words. In those 
years, Cebuano was used among low-
status groups, people with little education 
and had little access to English, while in 
official settings or functions English was 
used.  
 
CSO existence         
  
Sometime in June 1988, a countable num-
ber of Cebuano-speaking individuals 
formed themselves as a clique group at a 
summer picnic at Blue Lake Park, spear-

headed by Willie and Ruth Olandria, Mr. 
Chris Mugot, and other interested indi-
viduals. With the strong desire to speak 
and spread the Cebuano language and use 
it during social and recreational functions, 
particularly Filipino women married to 
Caucasians, they felt comfortable speak-
ing to their “kababayans.” By speaking 
the language, they feel at home and are 
able to communicate easily in their native 
tongue. Hence, the organization was 
founded with the goals and objectives to 
continuously maintain speaking the Ce-
buano language and spread it through 
assimilation; develop friendship, good-
will, camaraderie and esprit de corps 
through socialization and recreation; and 
to extend a helping hand to our Cebuano 
brothers and sisters in dire need of help or 
assistance. Thus, the Cebuano Speaking 
Organization. 
 
The organization is based in Portland, and 
members are from the counties of Mult-
nomah, Linn, Benton, Marion, Lincoln, 
Clark, Skamania, Cowlitz and in other 
parts of Oregon and Washington. In the 
90's, as it held the Annual Picnic and 
Christmas Celebration, the membership 
grew in greater proportion. The organiza-
tion indirectly financed and supported the 
Filipino American National Historical 

Society Oregon Chapter with its exhibit 
“Filipino-Americans: Pioneers to the Pre-
sent,” held in Portland. In June 2006, the 
organization presented the “Sinulog Festi-
val,” a dance ritual of the Cebuanos based 
on Malay, Javanese and Indian culture 
assimilation similar to the Mardi Gras, 
held at the Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic 
Church, Portland, which somehow gave a 
reminiscence of the past. Apart from this, 
the organization participated in the annual 
4th of July Celebration, in Blue Lake, Ore-
gon. It continuously held social and rec-
reational functions through picnics and 
Christmas parties to maintain the Cebuano 
spirit and to speak the unforgotten lan-
guage. In 1997, in an isolated case, the 
organization provided an overnight hous-
ing to a homeless pregnant Filipino 
woman from Vancouver, Washington, 
and for a referral for pregnancy care. 
 
Last Christmas party, CSO celebrated its 
20th anniversary at Fowler’s Auditorium 
in Tigard. It was attended by more than 
340 guests and members coming from 
Central and Coastal Oregon, and by other 
Fil-Am organizations like Aguman Ka-
pampangan, PACCO, FAHNS, and 
FAAV, Inc. On this day, CSO presented 
the Order of Lapu-Lapu Award. The 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Community Profile: 

The Cebuano Speaking Organization 

The happy faces of the Cebuano Speaking Organization in Oregon & SW Washington. 



awardees were: Willie and Ruth 
Olandria, Jhun Mel Comoda, Ben 
Laurente, Chris Mugot, Danny 
Acantilado, Flora Stanisich, Letty 
Kort and Carlita Cropper. The 
awards were given to members 
who had distinguishably and valu-
ably contributed to the existence 
of the organization. The Order of 
Lapu-Lapu Award was conceptu-
alized by a group Officers who 
remained anonymous in the early 
spring of 2008 in honor of Lapu-
Lapu, a great leader and a Ce-
buano war-hero who defended the 
island of Mactan, Cebu in 1521 
against aggression by the Span-
iards led by Ferdinand Magellan. 
 
For this year 2009, CSO formally 
filed its existence for registration 
as an incorporated organization, 
and is now duly registered. Last 
July 4, its members and officers 
participated an organized celebra-
tion in commemorating Independ-
ence Day coinciding with the Fili-
pino-American Friendship Day. 
This event was aimed to develop 
the spirit of unity, friendship and 
camaraderie. Again on August 8, 
2009, CSO initiated a socialized 
annual picnic held at Rooster 
Rock, Oregon, for the Cebuanos 
and “friends of the organization.” 
   
Today, CSO is one of the biggest 
organizations in the Northwest. Its 
membership expands beyond Sa-
lem, the coast, and in southwest 
Washington as Filipino immi-
grants continuously grow. In these 
challenging times, the organiza-
tion solidifies, broadens and ex-
pands its goals and objectives, and 
adopts a program of activities to 
meet the ever-changing needs of 
the Filipino American community, 
with the overall goal: human bet-
terment. Further, it has a vision of 
extending a helping hand to the 
needy “higala,” particularly chil-
dren and youth who are deprived 
of basic education. We Cebuanos 
believe that education is the key to 
human development.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Cebuano... 

FANHS OREGON CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP  
APPLICATION & RENEWAL 
 
Membership Rates: (check one) Individual / Annual  $30 

 Individual / 10 Year  $200 
 Individual / Lifetime  $500 
 Family / Annual   $45 
 Family / 10 Year   $250 
 Family / Lifetime  $600 

    Student/Senior / Annual  $15 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
(If Family, please include children’s names & ages) 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: _______________________________ Tel. ________________________ 
 
Fields of Interest/Expertise: 
 
___Archival/Record Collection ___Photography  ___Writing/Newsletter 
 
___Oral/Written History  ___Videography  ___Research/Lectures 
 
___Planning Committee  ___Symposium Series ___Workshops 
 
___Other (please specify) __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Extra Donation for FANHS-OC 
 
Here is an additional donation to support FANHS-OC endeavors, in the amount of 
 
$_________________. I wish to donate the funds as a memorial to or in honor of  
 
______________________________________________. (Donations are tax-deductible.) 
 
Mail to: FANHS-OC Treasurer, 6020 SW Corbett., Portland, OR 97201 

Make checks payable 
to: FANHS Oregon 
Chapter. Thank you. 

Why I Joined FANHS 
 
Please send us a short essay on why you de-
cided to become a FANHS Oregon Chapter 
member. We will let the other members read 
your essay in the next issue of Chapter One. 
 
FANHS-OC Projects 
 
FANHS Oregon Chapter’s ongoing project is 
to document the activities and achievements 
of Filipino American pioneers and leaders in 
Oregon, and assist the various Filipino Ameri-
can organizations in their education and re-
search activities. To achieve this, we plan to 
begin the task of collecting oral histories and 

archival data from our pioneers, as well as the 
officers of the various Filipino associations in 
Oregon. We will continue our assistance in 
education by having our display panels avail-
able for loan to any association. Our members 
will assist groups in organizing and holding 
forums on Filipino American history and cul-
ture. 
 
The mission objective of FANHS, as enunci-
ated by FANHS founder Dr. Fred Cordova, is 
“to promote understanding, education, 
enlightenment, appreciation and enrichment 
through the identification, gathering, preser-
vation and dissemination of the history and 
culture of Filipino Americans in the United 
States.” 
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the Filipino American experience. You may already have an article ready with regard to this. Please submit your ideas, comments, 
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Our Mission is to Promote Understanding, Education, 
Enlightenment, Appreciation and Enrichment through the 
Identification, Gathering, Preservation and Dissemination 

of the History and Culture of Filipino Americans in the 
United States. 


